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PM Abdullah can handle it (HL)

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is confident Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi will weather the stress when he takes over as Prinme
M ni ster on Friday.

The Prine Mnister said Ml aysia under his successor would be able to
maintain its independence and strong resolve against the many "attacks" on
the nation.

"I think our country can weather quite a lot of stresses. In the past,
they did that (inposed all kinds of pressure). They have tried to kill us
econonmi cally. They robbed us of our noney. They tried to inpoverish us,
but we nanaged and we will continue to nanage.

"I"'mquite sure ny successor will be able to do the sane," Dr Mahathir
said at a Press conference at the Finance Mnistry this norning after
presenting excellent service awards to the staff.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance M nister, said Abdullah would be able
to handle threats to Malaysia in his own way.

Responding to a question by a foreign wire agency reporter who wanted to
know if the Prine Mnister was worried that his |egacy of econonic
devel opnent mi ght be overshadowed by his recent remarks about Jews and
that Mal aysia might be considered an anti-Semtic country, he said:

"Ch yes. W are dealing with anti-Mislim people. They can be anti -
Muslim but we cannot even say one word about the Jews w thout being
accused of being anti-Semtic.

"There is no concept of anti-Semitismanong the Muslins. In fact, when
the Europeans were nassacring Jews, the Jews ran to Miuslim countries. W
have no quarrel with the Jews," he reiterated, adding that Mislinms were
free to express their anger against their oppressors.

It was only natural for Muslins to be angry with Jews who killed Mislins
after robbing themof |and, farms and hones.

"When you take Muslimland and give it to the Jews to create the state
of lIsrael, then of course you cause a |ot of anger anmong the Muslins. Are
we not allowed to say that we are angry? Are we not allowed to say that we
are angry with the Jews? Are the Jews sone kind of creatures who cannot be
condemmed in any way-?.

"I am not saying this because |I'manti-Senitic. The Arabs are al so

Senitic people and | know a lot of Jews ...l'mnot against them but | am
agai nst these Jews who kill Mislins and the Jews who support the killers
of Muslins ...l cannot say that? | nean, if | say there is a Chinese

busi nessman who cheated a Malay, does it nmean |'m condeming all the
Chi nese, " Dr Mahathir asked.

The Prime Mnister said he had many good European friends, but he would
not be agreeing with themeven if they did or said sonmething that was
clearly wong.

"When they do sonething wong, | amgoing to tell themit is wong. You
say you're not under the influence of the Jews yet when | criticise the
Jews, the whole of the European Union wants to condemn ne. But when
sonebody condems the Muslins and call nmy Prophet a terrorist and all
that, did the EU say anything? This shows that they (some Europeans) are
under the thunb of the Jews," he said.

To another question, Dr Mahathir said fellow Miuslim | eaders had been
relatively quiet on attacks directed against him by the Jews because they
were afraid of simlar action against them or their nation.



"They may have nore noney but they are too dependent upon the Europeans
and because of that are reluctant to nake their voices heard. But
privately they will support us," he said, playing down criticism of Mslim
| eaders who had failed to defend Malaysia and Dr Mahat hir, though the so-
called anti-Senmitic speech was delivered during the O ganisation of the
Islami ¢ Conference Sunmmit here two weeks ago.

Al so present at the function were Second Finance M nister Datuk Dr
Jamal udin Jarjis, Deputy Finance Mnister Datuk Ng Yen Yen and Mnistry
secretary-general Tan Sri Sanmsudin Hitam

Earlier, addressing recipients of the awards, Dr Mhathir urged themto
render their support and full co-operation to Abdullah, adding that they
woul d be serving the nation and not a particul ar individual.

He also reiterated that he would not be playing any active role in
CGovernment after his retirenent.
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