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Langkawi as charning as ever

LANGKAW , the enerald enchantnment of the north, is a safe and warm pl ace
to spend the school holi days.

Why bother travelling abroad when Langkawi has so nuch to offer
including many tourists attractions, fantastic accomodati on and
affordabl e resorts?

Hol | ywood stars such as Jodie Foster, heads of state, kings and queens
along with other celebrities have come to Langkawi, the duty free haven,
for well-deserved breaks and it is no wonder that nany Mal aysi ans too have
taken to the island in a big way.

Annual ly, 1.9 mllion tourists visit Langkawi with 1.7 mllion being
Mal aysi ans. This goes to show no natter what critics say, the island
hasn't lost its sparkle.

To date, the Langkawi Devel opment Authority (Lada) has spent nore than
RML billion on developing the island and this has helped to woo tourists
Lada al so ensures Langkawi has a variety of tourism products.

Sone of the attractions include the cable car project, Eagle Square
Gal eria Perdana, Laman Padi Langkawi, Makam Mahsuri, Air Hangat Vill age,
Pul au Payar Marine Park, Tasik Dayang Bunting anongst others

The cable car ride takes visitors up to Gunung Machi nchang and from the
peak, they will have a view of the whole island, the Datai Peninsula,
Andaman Sea and the southern Thai island of Ko Terutai and also the
coastline of the southern Thai province of Satun, on a clear day.

Eagl e Square is Langkawi's prom nent |andmark for visitors arriving by
sea. Situated at Kuah Jetty, the main attraction is the nagnificent statue
of a reddi sh brown eagle poised for flight.

According to folklore, Langkawi derived its nane from the eagle or
"helang". In old Malay, kawi is reddish brown and Langkawi neans reddi sh
brown eagl e.

As for Galeria Perdana, the gallery houses the awards, souvenirs and
gifts received fromworld | eaders, statesnen as well as Ml aysians for
former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

Pul au Payar Marine Park, where shark feeding takes place, teens with a
fascinating diversity of marine life while Tasik Dayang Bunting (Lake of
Pregnant Maiden), nestling in lush forested hills on an island south of
Langkawi, is the largest |ake on the island.

The outline of the hills and rocky outcrops on one side of the |ake
resenbl es the shape of a pregnant worman |ying on her back.

The marine showcase, Underwater World of Langkawi, features both fresh
and saltwater fish and other fornms of marine life and this is a nust-see
attraction.
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