14/ 01/ 2003
Last saviour - Prime M nister

Arnaz M Khai rul

A last ditch effort to save the Batu Tiga Crcuit in Shah Al am now depends
on whether Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad will support its
preservati on.

International Mtorcycling Federation (FIM nedical conm ssion vice-
president Dr K Kanagalingam said the canpaign to save the circuit has
been backed by 1,000 signatures of people involved in the |ocal
not or sports scene.

The canpai gn, which began in Cctober |ast year, showed that there was
nati onwi de and international concern over the fate of the circuit which
was built in 1968.

Regarded as a vital starting point in nmotorcycling, FIM nedical
conmi ssion president Hans Robert Kreutz has al so described the circuit as
the third best in the world behind Suzuka, Japan and Laguna Seca in the
United States.

As such, Dr Kanagalingam said he is still trying to secure an
appointnent with Dr Mahathir for the handing over of the petition,
gathered by notorsports clubs from around the country.

"We are trying to nake that appointnment and hand the Prinme M nister our
petitions and hopefully it can happen soon. Then, we can only hope that Dr
Mahat hir supports the effort to save the Batu Tiga GCrcuit," said Dr
Kanagal i ngam

The canpaign to save the Batu Tiga Circuit is backed by the Autonobile
Associ ation of Ml aysia (AAM, the Penang Mtorsports Cub (PMO), the
Johor Motor Club (JMC), the Perlis Mtor Sports Club (PsMsC), the Royal
Perak Mtorsports Cub (RPMC), the Kedah Mdtorsports Cub (KMC), the
Cernman Motorcycling Federation (DVBB) and the FIM

Earlier, FIMhad sent a letter of appeal to Dr Mahathir, Sports Mnister
Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussein and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhd
Khir Toyo in Novenber.

The circuit was slated for demolition when it was deened not viable to
run after its current managenent Batu Tiga Speedway Circuit (BTSC) were
unable to settle various bills which amounted to a RW5 nmillion |oss for
the Sel angor State Devel opnment Board (PKNS).
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