09/ 06/ 2003
Law enforcers nust act swiftly without com ng under the spotlight

Tony Emmanue

OVER the weekend, chief police officers nationwide arrived to attend a
grand bersandi ng cerenony in Shah Alam Sone were expected to renmain for
anot her grand reception, to be held at the Sheraton Subang later this
week.

But the parties were not the main aimof their visit to the Kl ang
Val | ey.

Tonmorrow, |nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai is scheduled to
neet the CPCs at the Federal police headquarters in Bukit Anman, Kual a
Lunpur, where he will be briefed on the crackdown on pirated and
por nographic VCDs, illegal electronic gam ng machi nes and vice

Datuk Seri Salleh Mat Som (Criminal Investigation Departnent director),
Dat uk Hai ruddin Mohamed (Commercial Crimes director) and Datuk Sidek Al
(Internal Security and Public Order director) are expected to be present.

I f whispers about what transpired on May 24 (when Norian |laid down the
two- week deadline that expired yesterday) are anything to go by, then CPGCs
had better cone prepared with their "report cards".

Norian will then be in a position to update Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on police efforts to curb these activi
ties.

While the responsibility for this had fallen on the police, it was, in
recent nonths, other enforcement agencies that had repeatedly clanoured
for more firepower.

Citing reasons such as "tontos" (l|ookouts) getting bolder and officers
bei ng assaulted, the Donmestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry, |oca
councils and Road Transport Departnment felt that the solution to their
woes was guns.

It cannot be denied that underworld el enents have become bol der. One
need only recollect the death threat against the fornmer president of
Pet al i ng Jaya Muni ci pal Council, Datuk Enran Kadir.

Those who trade in pornography and operate illegal video gam ng nmachi nes
are ruthless enough to go to great lengths to thwart enforcenment efforts

The | atest crackdown was | ong overdue and wel conmed by all, especially
parents.

In recent weeks, police and enforcement officers fromthe mnistry
focused on outlets, distributors and producers.

But one can only wonder how and why these illegal activities had been
allowed to nushroomto the extent that even Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad was angry.

(Hi s displeasure cane across |loud and clear when he sumopned a neeting
of enforcement chiefs recently.)

In October 2000, the Cabinet banned video arcades, which were then
identified as a source of various illegal activities and social ills.

The local authorities were to stop issuing new permts from 2001

If that ban had been properly enforced, then there would have been no
need for the recent crackdown.

This is sonething | ocal councils, like the muchdi scussed Anpang Jaya
Muni ci pal Council, would be able to shed sone |ight on

It cannot be denied that enforcenment agencies and |ocal authorities have
to shoul der sone blane for what is happening today. Local councils are the
licensing authorities but when it conmes to enforcenment, that job is |eft
to the police.



To be fair, police have on numerous occasions carried out raids and nade
sei zures. But their efforts cone to nought when they find operators
resum ng busi ness the very same day or the next.

Only the local councils can provide answers to this.

The key to controlling such activities is continuous enforcenment, but
enforcenent is only zealously pursued when it cones under the spotlight

Wrse still, it has becone apparent that some of those enpowered to
uphold the law are actually working in cahoots with the underworld - for a
fee, of course. Here is where the Anti-Corruption Agency should step in

When the Cctober 2000 crackdown was under way, the ACA had said that it
was compiling information on local authority officials linked to
underworld el enents.

Three years later, with another crackdown under way and all egations of
RM70, 000 nonthly payoffs to an enforcenent chief, naybe the ACA should get
i nvol ved in the crackdown.

Poli ce have said the crackdown would continue until August. This has
been echoed by the mnistry and local councils. Well, when they are under
the spotlight, what else can they be expected to say?
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