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" Mal aysi a Bol eh' not enpty slogan: PM

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah
"MALAYSI A BOLEH' is a constructive mndset that has been proven
ef fective
in firing up the spirits of Ml aysians and not nerely an enpty sl ogan,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said in his speech at the
Mal aysi an Institute of Directors' (MD) 2003 Banquet in Putrajaya |ast
ni ght.
"> Ml aysia Boleh' is an not enpty slogan, it is actually possible to
do
al nost anything that other people can do, given the tine, given the
will,
given the willingness to work hard, we can do al nost anything and this
has
been proven," Dr Mhathir said
The M D banquet was held to pay tribute to Dr Mahathir as the chief
executive officer (CEOQ) of Ml aysia Inc and to his wife Datuk Seri Dr
Sit
Hasmah Mohd Ali for being the beacon of strength for the Prine Mnister.
Speaki ng before nore than 700 nenbers of the MD present at the
banquet ,
Dr Mahathir said the "Ml aysia Boleh' slogan carried nore weight and
nmeani ng now as Mal aysians realised the strength of a positive m ndset.
"I think the slogan "Ml aysia Bol eh" has really caught on and
somet i nes
when |'m abroad | do find foreigners saying "Boleh" ... they can, so it
is a state of nmind really, a mndset that has to be inculcated so that
we
can do the things that we want to do.
"Trust ne, we have done quite a lot of things and in fact, sonetines
t he
i mpl enenters are way ahead of the person who originated the idea," the
Prime Mnister said, drawing attention to the level of scepticismthat
was
preval ent when the national car project was announced in the early
1980s.
On his experience as the CEO of Malaysia Inc, Dr Mahathir said that
t he
nost inportant element in ensuring the effectiveness of any CEO was a
form dabl e team of nmanagers and i npl enenters
"It is the people, who can understand and interpret what you say and

actually inplenment those things, that will really nake things happen.
Wthout them you can have the best brains in the world, the best CEO in
the world but nothing will really happen,” the Prinme Mnister said,

payi ng

tribute to all those who have worked with him and nmade his ideas and
visions a reality.

Dr Mahathir also pointed out the negative human tendency or rather the
culture of scepticismthat is w despread in alnost all levels of the
soci ety, including the nedia.



He said that although Malaysia is gifted with a good pool of talents
and
i mpl enenters, the sceptics were always there to shoot down ideas or at
| east criticise them

"Usually there is a great anpunt of scepticism at least that was ny
experience. \Wenever we suggest something or | suggest sonething, those
who are supposed to inplenent them are very sceptical, the public also
very sceptical, and the newspapers are the nost sceptical of all and
t hey
never agreed that we can do anything at all

"I remenber very well when we decided that we shoul d nanufacture our
own
nati onal car, the nunber of people who were conpletely convinced that
this
was a nad idea was inpossible to count ... everybody thought that we
coul d
never manufacture our own national car, but today, of course people take
for granted that 80 per cent of the passenger vehicles on our roads are
made in Mal aysia, by Ml aysians,” he said.

Earlier, MD president Tan Sri Dr Lim Kok Wng paid tribute to Dr
Mahat hir for being a true | eader of Mal aysi a.

Lim said that Dr Mahathir has not only led the nation to greater
hei ght s
during his tenure, but has also set a clear path for the future
generati on.

"Today, on behalf of Corporate Malaysia, we salute the Prine M nister
for all that you have done for us, and express to you our gratitute for
all the sacrifices you must have made. For all the battles that you nust
have fought, for all the headaches that you nust have suffered, in order
to groomus up to be and place us at where we are today," he added

During the function, Dr Siti Hasmah was al so presented with a poem
entitled "A Wman of Strength" - for her role as the "Wman Behind The
Successful Man".
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