15/ 08/ 2003

Leaders exchange views on how nultilateralism can be revived

THE issue of the demise of nultilateralism dom nated yesterday's session
of the smart partnership dialogue as |eaders exchanged views on how best
it could be revived.

Speaking at a cl osed door session on "Enhancing d obal Cooperative
Security Through Smart Partnership Di al ogues: Wn-Wn versus Wn-Lose",
sone of the leaders said nultilateralism has coll apsed conpletely after
the invasion of Irag by the United States.

And they were |ooking at how the smart partnership concept could revive
multilateralism

There was grave concern anmong the devel opi ng countries that the powerful
nations had reverted to unilateralism and acted in their own interests.

Conmonweal t h Partnership Technol ogy Managenent chairman Tan Sri  Omar
Abdul Rahman, who attended the session with the |eaders, said there was
wi despread concern about the downside of unilateralism and that the
benefits were not equally shared.

"Multilateralism has been around for a very long tine and it is a sad
thing that it has been pushed aside by the powerful nations," said one of
the | eaders.

On Wednesday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad enlightened
ot her | eaders on how the United Nations, the sole multilateral
institution, has been conpletely emascul ated and made inmpotent by the
super power s.

He said there were still other international organisations in which the
devel opi ng countries were nenbers but all of them were interested in
protecting the privileged few than the welfare of the nany.

The | eaders who attended the session were King Mswati |11, President
A usegun Cbasanjo of Nigeria, President Orar Hassan El-Bashir of The
Sudan, President Captain (Rtd) Al haji Yahya J.J. Jameh of The Ganbi a,
Presi dent Joachi m Chi ssano of Mbzanbi que, Deputy South African President
Jacob Zunm, Tanzania's President Benjamin WIIliam Mapa, President Yoweri
Museveni of Uganda, President Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe, President Sam
Nuj oma of Nami bia and President John Kuffour of CGhana.

In the Ezulwi ni "open house" session, King Mswati touched on the success
of the smart partnership concept in the context of Swazil and.

The discussion centred on the recent national dialogue held by the Swazi
Governnent in which it had succeeded in bringing all parties including
Government, private sector, |abour, nedia and cultural organisations under
one roof to thrash out issues affecting the country.

The | eaders also | aunched the CPTM Endownent Fund [ast night.

So far, the Governments and private sector have pledged STG/.9 nmillion
(RVA8.2 million). The Mal aysian Governnment contributed RM6.1 million while
22 Mal aysi an conpani es pl edged RVMR7 m | lion.

Uganda contributed RML.52 nillion, Mauritius, Bangladesh and Swazil and
RM611, 000 each and Nani bi a RM65, 000.

The fund will be managed by CPTM Endowrent Fund Linited.

The fund was set up early this year after a discussion between Dr
Mahat hir and Museveni in London because of anticipated financial
difficulties facing CPTM follow ng theincreasing operational cost it is
incurring in London where its headquarters is |ocated.

CPTM was formed by the heads of governnent of the Commonwealth at the
Auckl and Summit in October 1995. The Smart Partnership dial ogues were



anong the activities organised by the CPTMin its efforts to disseninate
the best practices in technology management to the Commonweal th countries.

It is learnt that the fund was needed after devel oped countries |ike
Britain, Canada, Australia and New Zeal and stopped their funding of CPTM
activities.
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