23/ 05/ 2003

Learn to deal with new di seases, doctors told

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - The nedical profession nmust learn how to deal with new
di seases as existing nedicines and precautions are not capable of handling
all new outbreaks, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said tonight.

The Prime Mnister said the medical fraternity should put extra effort
into the research and devel opnent of new vaccines, while trying to
understand the new di seases and the ways to contain them

"It may be easy for you to deal with known di seases as you have an
arnoury of nedicines and precautions, but to treat sone new di sease you
woul d not know what will happen to you

"Maybe an infected person staring at you night cause you to be infected
. we never know," he said in his brief speech at a dinner in conjunction
with the 43rd Ml aysian Medical Association annual general neenting here.

Al so present were the Prime Mnister's wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali and MVA president Datuk Dr N Athinmlam

Dr Mahathir said the nmutation of viruses and bacteria had given birth to
all kinds of new diseases that were not known about 50 years ago, but the
net hods and precautions used to treat or contain such diseases had not
changed.

"For instance, we quarantine people to nonitor a certain disease, but as
we are not sure how the disease is transmitted, in the process of
quarantine we might actually facilitate others (quarantined together with
one or two carriers) to be infected.

"Actually it's a dil emma because the old ways are not effective
anynore."

During his speech, Dr Mhathir again |auded doctors, nurses and ot her
nmedi cal staff who risked their lives to treat Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrone patients and contain the disease.

He said while nany doctors and nurses (in other countries) had
t hemsel ves beconme victins of SARS, those in Ml aysia executed their
responsibility without any qual ns.

"The Government recogni ses your sacrifice

he sai d.
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