10/ 02/ 2003
Let's all help nake KL a world-class city

Lee Lam Thye
MALAYSI ANS residing in Kuala Lunpur celebrated the 29th anniversary of the
Federal Territory of Kuala Lunmpur | ast week.

Mayor Datuk Mhnmad Shaid Mohd Taufek appealed to all residents and
stakeholders to work with Gty Hall to help build the city into a garden
city of lights with a soul, as envisaged by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbohamad.

It is inportant to reflect on our past achievenents, |ook at present
i ssues, contribute ideas and work together with City Hall to address these
i ssues.

I recall those days as a youthful wakil rakyat in 1969 representing
Bukit Nanas. There were nunerous problens in KL such as illegal squatters
unl i censed hawkers, poor infrastructure and urban poverty.

We are now in 2003. The city has cone a long way from an area of 0.647
sq kmin 1895 to an area of 243.65 sq kmwth a population of 1.4 million
and still grow ng.

From a township of squatter settlenents, unlicensed street hawkers and
poor infrastructure in 1969, KL has becone an organised metropolis with
nodern anenities.

Despite the achievenents, the city is by no neans perfect. There is a
need to bal ance physical developnent with the devel opnent of a person's
character, mindset and attitude.

The mayor's vision is to make KL an ultra-nodern garden city of lights,
safe and secure and free from all social vices and problens.

He has been concerned about the poor and depressed sectors of Kuala
Lunpur, poverty eradication and providing satisfactory housi ng and
recreation for the poor.

It is appropriate to focus on the urban poor as Kuala Lunpur's poverty
rate increased from 0.5 per cent in 1995 to 2.3 per cent in 1999
Progranmes must be drawn up for themas well as the |ess-devel oped areas
of the city.

Provi di ng nore affordabl e public housing and sel f-enpl oynment
opportunities such as hawking and petty trading are anong the many
approaches to address urban poverty.

As the city continues to grow, it will put huge pressure on the
administrators to plan and rmanage it.

It is a declared goal of City Hall to nake Kuala Lunpur "A Wrld-Cl ass
City". Acity is considered "world-class" if it can provide the highest
quality living, working and business environnent benchmarked agai nst the
best in the world.

To be a world-class city, KL nust facilitate econonmic growh, social
devel opnent and technol ogi cal innovation

It nmust be safe, secure, healthy, caring, sustainable and
environnentally friendly, able to involve all stakehol ders in decision-
maki ng.

Maki ng KL a world-class city also necessitates a high level of civic-
consci ousness anong its people who take pride in the cleanliness and
beauty of their city.
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