01/ 02/ 2003

PM Preserve unique nulti-cultural identity, tolerant culture

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Mal aysians should protect and preserve their
country's unique nulti-cultural identity and tolerant culture, which has
brought them peace and prosperity, Datuk Seri Mahathir Mhanad said today.

The Prime Mnister said that tolerance had nmade nmulti-racial Malaysia a
nore interesting and culturally dynam c country.

In his Chinese New Year nessage, he urged Ml aysians to conpare Ml aysia
with ethnically honbgeneous nations. "W are truly lucky and bl essed," he
said. "That is why we have to work hard to preserve this racial tolerance
that exists, as we have benefited fromit."

He urged Mal aysians to take the festive opportunity to strengthen ties
of friendship by having open house gatherings as is the practice during
ot her festivals.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians of Chinese origin celebrating together with
their brothers of other races proved that the Government's policies had
been successful.

He said in certain other Asian countries, Chinese culture had been
curbed and not allowed to flourish

"Here in Malaysia the Lunar New Year is celebrated as a nationa
holiday," he noted. "It is a public holiday and celebrated on a grand
scal e by governnent bodies."

Dr Mahathir also said that Ml aysians should be proud of their country
for being recognised for its nulti-racial and multi-religious diversity,
especially at a tine when racial and religious tensions were evident in
other parts of the world.

Wshing all Chinese Ml aysian Chinese a Happy New Year 2003, the Prinme
M ni ster said the Chinese New Year would be celebrated as in previous
years, wi thout any disturbances or obstructions, although the world was in
fear of war.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said racial harnmony was one
of the factors that contributed towards Ml aysia's prosperity, economc
growh and political stability. He said this should be naintained by al
Mal aysi ans so that the country could continue to progress.

"In this challenging world, we need to unite and have a positive and
optimstic attitude," he said in his Chinese New Year nessage

Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, said this year's economc growth
was expected to be higher, follow ng sonme encouragi ng and positive signs.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu today expressed confidence that
the Chinese community would continue to contribute to the economic growth
of the nation.

"I also believe the community will continue to work and co-operate with
the other races in the country to foster better understanding,” he said

He also said that regardless of the year they were born, everyone in
Mal aysia woul d continue to enjoy the conforts of life in the country's
st abl e econony.

The Chinese will be ushering the Year of the Goat tonorrow, and they
bel i eve those born this year will be creative and enjoy the conforts of
life.

He urged the people to attend open house to foster better relations
anong the races.

He al so advised notorists returning to their honetowns to drive
careful ly.



Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik said Ml aysians shoul d
cel ebrate Chinese New Year by letting the m sunderstandi ngs and squabbl es
of the past year drift away.

"The year 2003 and the tranquillity it prom ses should also be a year to
reflect and correct where we have gone wong and to build on our successes
as a nation and society."

Lim who is also Primary Industries Mnister, said Ml aysian Chinese for
generations had been patriotic citizens and key pillars of the country,
havi ng contributed i mensely over the years to societal devel opnent and
gr owm h.

"The conmunity's solid backing and trust placed on the Barisan Nasional
has al so proven to be a good deci sion.

"Over the last 47 years, the Governnent's interethnic nmanagenent policy
has enhanced not only Ml ay and Chi nese co-operation but also nutua
under st andi ng anong all races," he said.

Pas acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, in his nmessage, said
the peace and racial tolerance enjoyed by Ml aysians was due to the
peopl e's sincere and consistent struggle to ensure a safe future for the
next generation.

"Let us benefit from this annual celebration of Chinese New Year to
renew our friendship and understandi ng,” he added.

Parti Rakyat Ml aysia president Dr Syed Husin Ali, in his nessage, said
everyone should resolve to work and pray hard for gl obal peace, just and
equi tabl e soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent, human rights and a united Ml aysi an
nation free of ethnic and religious tensions and conflicts.

Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat called on the people to take
the Chinese New Year celebration as an avenue to renew their fellowship
and strengthen goodwi || .

"Let us pray that this Chinese New Year will bring good health and
continued success to all Malaysians regardl ess of race, religion and
creed."

Chong, who will step down as Chief Mnister on March 27 under the
rotati onal system thanked the people of Sabah for the understanding and
support they had given him
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