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PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - The 10th Organisation of the Islam c Conference Sunmit
ki cks off tonorrow, with high hopes placed on host and inconmi ng chairnman
Mal aysia to provide the |eadership in uniting the ummh and sol ving issues
af fecting Mislins.

Senior officials fromthe 57-nenber grouping will tackle a host of
i ssues over the next two days at the spanking Putrajaya Convention Centre
as they prepare the groundwork for the Foreign Mnisters' neeting and
| eaders' sunmit on Cct 16.

Wth the Palestinian issue topping the agenda, the summit, the first to
be held in an Islamic country in the Asia-Pacific region, is expected to
take a strong stand against |sraeli aggression in the Mddl e East.

The uncertainties in Iraq, against a picture of |law and order which the
United States and allies pronised to deliver when they invaded the
country, is certain to take centre stage at the summit, thened "Know edge
and Morality for the Progress of the Unmah".

Agai nst this backdrop, Ml aysia is expected to initiate reforns to nake
the world' s largest grouping of Islamic nations nore effective in
chanpi oni ng the Misli m agenda.

Kual a Lunpur's proposal to restructure the organisation and a revi ew of
its secretariat and its overall functions, has also received the backing
of nenbers. The changes will likely be endorsed by the |eaders when they
neet .

Sone di pl omats expressed confidence that Ml aysia possessed the
capability to revitalise OC and turn it into a respected voi ce.

"Mal aysia, with its nulti-racial society, has achieved progress in
various fields and is a nodel to many other Mislim countries.

"It proves that Mislins can be successful if they are united and work
hard," said a diplomat.

The sumit will be significant for Ml aysia as the country assunes the
chai rmanship of the O C for the next three years.

It will also serve as a fitting tribute to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mhamad who is retiring on Cct 31.

I ndonesia's charge d' affaires in Mlaysia, Suherman Gobon, said he had
confidence in the dynanmic |eadership of Dr Mahathir whom he described as
not only a |leader for Ml aysia, but soneone who was not afraid to |ash out
at injustices in the world.

Wth Mal aysia as the host country, Suherman believed it could play a
nore effective role to pronmote the interests of nenbers, especially the
wel fare and the peaceful existence of the Islamic comunity as well as the
wor | d.

I rani an anmbassador to Mal aysia Mohammad CGhasem Mohed Ali said: "In our
opinion the main focus that O C has on Malaysia is to learn its great
achi evenents in econom c devel opnent, as many Mislim countries are
devel opi ng nations."

Asked if Iran had doubts on Ml aysia as the host of the OC since it was
the first time, he said: "lran is confident that Malaysia will be a good
host . "

Among the heads of State expected to be present are Pakistani President
General Pervez Musharraf, Sudanese President Lt-Gen Omar Hassan Ahmad Al -
Bashir, Bosnia Herzegovina President Sulejnman Tihic and the Emir of Qatar
Shei kh Hamad Khalifa Al -Thani .



They will be joined by United Nations secretary-general Kofi Annan and
Arab League chairman Anr Mussa.

Not abl y absent are Libyan |eader Col Miamar Gaddafi, Pal estinian |eader
Yasser Arafat now trapped in his Ramal ah headquarters and Prime Mnister
Ahrmed Qureia. Palestine will be represented by its Foreign Mnister.

There are al so uncertainties over lraq's representatives at the sumit
as the l|leadership of the country's ruling council, set up by the
occupation forces after the ouster of Saddam Hussein, is rotated on a
nmont hl y- basi s.

On Pal estine, the stand of Ml aysia and many other O C nenbers is of the
need to address the double standard practiced especially by the United
States in finding a pernanent solution to peace in the Mddle East.

"The bottom line for us when it cones to the Palestinian issue is that
the US, as patron, and other nenbers of the diplomatic quartet (UN, the
European Union and Russia) nust do sonething and be bal anced in handling
the problem" said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.

Recent devel opnents in Iraq, which have forced the US to turn to the UN
for assistance but at the same tinme being adamant of not wanting to
relinquish control over the country, is another najor cause of concern to
be raised during discussions.
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