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Ludi crous sideshow carries a nore sinister, dangerous el enent

Vasant hi Ranachandr an
JOKES aside, how does one explain to famly and friends about getting an
instant military rank of brigadier-general, colonel, najor, |ieutenant or
capt ai n?

Surely, you cannot confess that you purchased a mlitary rank for about
RW5, 000 and then command respect. Neither can you tell them that you
earned it overnight.

Wrse still, as role nodels, what inspirational or notivational stories
will you tell your children about the immoral shortcuts in getting these
titles?

Children need to grow up trusting the existing institutions - not with
jaundi ced val ues that nmoney can buy anything!

Absurd as the flurry of stories nay seem they are true. About 8,000 of
our fellow citizens paid a total sum of RWM64 million for bogus nmilitary
ranks and titles.

We do not know how many nore have fallen for this masquerade, but are
not registered nenbers, of the Federal Special Forces of Ml aysia (FSFM.

Call this group anything you want - a cl andestine novenent, a
param litary conspiracy, a secret society, or an alternative governnent.

O like our Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad said, a group
of crazy people who want to topple the Governnment by setting up their own
speci al forces.

The glaring fact is that, this group is illegal

The mastermind of this group is a "four-star general”, Nor Azanm Ahmad
CGhazal i, who has conned thousands including consultants, businessnmen, a
director at the Science, Technol ogy and Environnment Mnistry, police and
mlitary officers, teachers and even a professor.

Maybe, they knew it was a bogus outfit but did not really care? O maybe
they actually believed that they had joined a bona fide security or civil
defence organisation with [inks to the Governnent?

The gullibility of this educated group is alnost scary. A FSFM | eader
claimng to be a brigadier-general nmet Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Shahi dan Kassi m a day before the illegal group was uncovered. Either he
was so bold or was led to believe that he was doing the right thing

Nor Azam has convinced hinmself and the others that he is to be the
sixth Prine Mnister after Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, claim ng that
he is in the so-called "Rahman" fornula

Buying ranks is not legitimate. And if people claimthat they were
cheated in the process of buying these titles, then they are partners in
crime as well - not victins.

They have showed di srespect for our real military heroes who have earned
their titles. To becone a nmilitary veteran, there is a history of
sacrifices, achievenents and nerit involved. How denoralising it is for
our genui ne servicemnen.

Even if these victins were oblivious to the illegality of this whole
sham they would surely be wary of belonging to a group that hoards
weapons including pistols, assortnents of sharp weapons, dark bl ue
uni forms and Opposition flags. And why handcuffs? Surely, that does not
seem right

What ever you call them they had existed for the last five years, during
a tinme when the whole world was jittery, and were on the |ookout for
terrorists, secret societies, and devi ant groups.



Yes they existed, in broad daylight networking from Perlis to Johor.

Wio woul dn't be convinced when the cerenony was held at a hotel owned by
the police co-operative and all the FSFM |l eaders were in full uniforns at
the hotel ? asks deputy chief police officer Deputy Comm ssioner Datuk
Ahmad Bahrin |drus.

Logos of the Prinme Mnister's Departnment and Ml aysi an Gover nment were
al so found on FSFM docunents. They were handed uniforns, nenbership cards
and "authority cards".

Wiile we may want to dismiss this entire episode as a sideshow, we
cannot di scount the ubiquitous nature of scams the world over, now or in
t he past.

From the Tulip nmania of the 17th century, to Ponzi schenes of the |ast
century, to the Nigerian noney laundry scans of the present cyber era, the
public has always been taken for a ride.

The worst of such scans in recent history alnbst resulted in a civil war
in Al bania, where a get-rich-quick pyram d schene coll apsed.

Locally, too, many have lost noney in fraudul ent schenmes |ike the PhD
scam nmagi ¢ stone scam and the scam that promised to turn paper into US
dol | ars.

Al'so, there is another, nore sinister and dangerous, elenment in the FSFM
epi sode. They were hording arns! Maybe they thought thenselves as a
patriot force. A mlitia, perhaps?

Wi ch, unfortunately, only reminds ne of the 1995 Cklahoma City bomnbi ng
where scores, including wonen and children, died. Anerican nilitary
veteran Tinothy MVeigh, when caught, demanded execution rather than
reveal the full extent of his network.

Maybe all that is far-fetched. But, still, it is sad to learn that a
group of educated Mal aysians have so little trust in our denocracy that
they should believe that our |eaders were chosen by some | udicrous
"Rahman" formul a.

Even sadder is the mindset that rank, titles, degrees, immunity from
crime can be bought at a price

While we are proud of the police for uncovering this scam and arresting
alnost all those involved in just a week, the fact that they existed for
five years scares ne.

What mekes ne shudder, is that if uniformed personnel stops us, how do
we know that he is for real ? How do we know that he did not buy his
uniformfromthe FSFM tail or?
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