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MALAYSI A is well-placed to take over the chairmanship of the Non-Aligned
Moverrent as it can provide the strong | eadership needed at this tine,
South African President Thabo Mdeki said.

Moeki, who will hand over the chair to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbharmad at the Feb 20-25 sunmit in Kuala Lunpur, said he believed
that NAM conti nued to have great rel evance.

"W are very glad that you (Ml aysia) are able to host the sumit,
because the challenges we are facing require the |eadership that Prine
M ni ster Mahathir can provide," Meki said in an interview

He said NAM had been working very closely with the United Nations on the
gquestion of Iraq, and had been able to participate at the Security Counci
l evel .

"It was a NAM initiative (to request participation), and it enabled
ot her countries which are not part of NAM to cone on board as well. So
it's clear that the NAM continues to have an inportant role."

He said the UN Security Council resolution to continue engaging lrag was
at the urging of NAM indicating the novenent's continuing relevance in
international politics.

He said NAM must continue to enphasise the inportance of multilateralism
and reject unilateralist noves by countries which were strong and
powerful. He said this was even nore inportant now as gl obalisation had
brought the world closer together and nade countries interdependent.

Moeki, who succeeded Nel son Mandela as President of the Republic of
South Africa in 1999, also spoke warmly of close bilateral ties arising
from Mal aysia's constant and enduring support of the African National
Congress' struggle for liberation from apart heid.

He said after the end of white rule in 1994, Ml aysia was proactive in
hel ping South Africa economically, and its investors had led the way in
showi ng that fears of instability and viol ence were nis-placed.

"When people see Malaysian investors here, it's a vote of confidence in
us," said Moeki.

He added that South Africa was interested in Ml aysia s New Econom c
Policy because its black econonm c enpowernent programe was al so ained at
restructuring society and creating a nore bal anced econony.

He said Ml aysian investors in South Africa had brought along their
experience with the NEP, and were able to help the republic integrate its
bl ack community into the econony, slowy but surely.

Moeki said Mal aysia's close co-operation with South Africa was a
practi cal denonstration of South-South co-operation

Moeki referred in particular to a letter witten to himby Dr Mbhathir
several weeks ago on the New Partnership for African Devel opment ( NEPAD)
programre.

He said Dr Mahathir had addressed the issues of attracting investnent to
the African continent.

"I"'mcertainly going to put the letter into the NEPAD process because it
has very inportant observations which are relevant to neeting challenges
on the continent.

"The Mal aysi an experience of growth, devel opnent and transformation is
relevant not only to us, but also to the continent."

On African devel opment, and his vision of an "African Renai ssance",

Moeki said Africans nust be nore self-reliant and find their own sol utions



if they were to win the respect of the world.

"If we depend on soneone else, we can never develop. W will always wait
for sonmeone to cone and do sonmething for us. O course we need foreign
investment, but there are investnent sources on the African continent. W
can't say we only depend on foreign investnent.

"What about the resources that we have here?"
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