09/ 02/ 2003
Police to probe Hadi's presence at Makassar neeting

Hami dah Atan; Abdul Razak Ahmad

LANGKAW, Sat. - The authorities will investigate Pas acting president
Dat uk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang's attendance at a neeting of Islamc radicals
in Makassar, Sulawesi, in Cctober 2000 to determ ne whether the party has

links with mlitancy.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said the Opposition was
acting as if they were "privileged" or imune to action when they commt
of f ences.

"He (Hadi) is opposition and opposition is “privileged ," said Dr
Mahat hir today after inspecting the progress in further devel oping the
Gunung Machi nchang Cabl e car project here today.

"Even if he breaks the law, it is still okay, but for governnent people,
the slightest m stake nmade neans we have to be taken to court.”

Umo Youth has called for an investigation into Hadi's attendance, and
how this is being seen as an "endorsenment” by Pas.

"W will investigate ... we know that nmany nmenbers of (local) mlitant
groups consi st of Pas nenbers.

"I hope he (Hadi) has no connection with the crimnal activities
conducted by sone of the people there," said Dr Mahathir.

In Serenban, |nspector General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mii said police
were gathering information on the Makassar neeting by liaising with their
counterparts in Jakarta.

"W are trying to establish what it (the neeting) was about and who were
present,” Norian said at the Nilai Spring and Golf Course today.

A report published in a local English daily naned Hadi, who is
Terengganu Menteri Besar, as the |eader who made the acquai ntance of a
group of Islamc radicals at Makassar, Sul awesi.

Radical Islamic |eaders |ike Jemaah |slam ah |eader Abu Bakar Ba' asyir
and Agus Dwi karna, head of the mlitant Laskar Jundullah (Army of Allah)
were present at the neeting.
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