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Maki ng sense of | anguage and nati onhood

Ruzy Suliza Hashi m
Datuk Dr Munir Majid, a New Sunday Tines columist and chairman of Cel com
(Mal aysia) Berhad, will give his views on |anguage and nati onhood.

He asks this pertinent question: "WII| the devel oping world al ways be
victinms?"

He argues that one's |anguage and mastery of it will give one a distinct
advantage i n gl obal conmunication

Language deficiency and the digital divide, however, wll isolate and
alienate one fromsignificant influence in the determnation of nmajor
gl obal i ssues.

Minir's paper will certainly illumnate sone of the cultural and
nati onal |osses and gains when issues of |anguage and nationhood cannot
find a conprom se.

* Joseph Lo Bianco, a professor at the University of Ml bourne and
founder and chief executive officer of Language Australia, an institute of
nati onal |anguages and literacy, has received extensive international
acclaim for his innovative approach to |anguage planning

Lo Bianco will speak on "Language and nationhood in a tine of
gl obal i sation".

He will discuss theories of nationalismwth a focus on how they have
conceptual i sed | anguage. He will conpare and contrast these with the

contenporary gl obal |anguage reality.

While there is no uniform pattern of |anguage and nationhood, given that
| anguage is taken up in national struggles in different ways according to
specific local histories, all nations today are engaged w th gl obal
conmuni cati on needs and the pre-em nent role of English, with nmassive
| anguage extinctions and with the contested and anbi guous role of national
| anguages.

Al'l these struggle for space in sharing the comunicative |oad of
ordi nary people today.

He concludes with a view of the changed and circunscribed vi ew of
nati onhood that nodernity based on econom c gl obalisation nmakes possible.

* Niyi Osundare, a Nigerian poet, dramatist, critic, essayist, nedia
columi st and professor of literature at the University of New Ol eans who
has aut hored over 10 vol unes of poetry, two books of selected poens, four
pl ays, a book of essays, and nunerous articles on literature, |anguage
culture and society.

OCsundare will provide us with an insight into the problens relating to
Ni gerian nati onhood.

Ni geria, he says, is one of the nost linguistically and culturally
het er ogeneous countries in the world.

Csundare learnt early in life the conplexities and chal |l enges of
diversity.

He will highlight the African anomaly and the unconsci onabl e donm nance
of "foreign" |anguages and consequent marginalisation of the indigenous.
He will also focus on the political instrunentality of "foreign"

| anguages in the construction of nodern nation states, and their
linguistic input in the degree of "nation-ness" of these states.

He will highlight the fact that even so many years after the end of
formal col oni sation, many parts of Africa are still called by the nanes
derived from the inperial |anguages used within their borders
(" Angl ophone", Francophone", "Lusophone", etc)



Csundare will also enphasise the fact that the bulk of the continent's
literary output known to the outside world is witten in |anguages other
than those indigenous to it.

Hi s paper seeks to explore the linguistic and cultural pressures on
African witing, the conplexly diglossic anbiance of its creation, and the
nodes and nethods it has adopted for negotiating/navigating the grey but
fertile space between inported |anguages and indi genous tongues.

Mostly, he will draw on his personal experiences as a bilingual and
bi cultural witer.

* Zaw ah Yahya, a professor of postcolonial literary studies and
critical theory at the School of Language Studies and Linguistics, UKM
will discuss the ways in which the White House nanufactures patriotism

She argues that the White House uses terns such as "good and evil"
"freedom and justice", "terrorismand jihad" in order to garner undivided

| oyalty and support for nilitary action

The argunent expressed in the dualismof "either with us or agai nst us"
has pronpted an unprecedented show of patriotic feelings probably
constructed on the overwhelming desire not to be seen to be on the wong
si de.

Zawi ah exami nes how, in times of crisis, |anguage can have consequences
that are concrete, imedi ate and far-reaching.

Specifically, she highlights sone key speeches nade by the Wite House
to identify the discursive strategi es enployed for such a purpose

* Hamid Naficy, a professor of filmand nmedia studies at Rice
University, will also speak on the Anmerican scenario.

Bei ng a person confortable with both English and Persian, and well
published in both | anguages, Naficy brings to light the phenonenon of
accented cinena.

The nmovenent of people crossing borders affects a sense of displacenent
which is captured on film

Naficy el aborates that accented cinema emanates not so nuch from the
speech of characters but also contributed by strategi es and approaches of
exilic and diasporic fil makers.

* Saran Kaur GIl, a professor of sociolinguistics and internationa
conmmuni cation at UKM will speak on the |andscape of the |anguage ecol ogy
and policy of Ml aysia.

She examines the evolving dynanics of Bahasa Mel ayu, English and one of
the many nminority ethnic |anguages, Punjabi

Her paper will analyse the issues and concerns of various conmunities
expressed through these various linguistic spaces and voi ces.

* Shanta Nair Venugopal, a professor of sociolinguistics and
intercultural comunication at UKMwill present a franework for
understanding and interpreting identities as multinodalities in cross and
intercul tural conmunicati on.

She views culture as protean ways of "doing things" or inhabiting
"spaces", based on a representation of culture as "approxinmations of
social reality” in contrast to that of culture as inprints on behaviour
t hrough custom practice and tradition.

Such view accepts that an individual can choose to be acculturated and
socialised, or integrated in ways that nay not fit into the ascribed
tenpl ates of behaviour and practices occasi oned by enculturalisation, thus
i mplicating personal agencies of choice and preference

* Inmran Ho, an associate professor who is well-known for his interest in
cognitive linguistics, denonstrates a systemati sed account of the
semantics of "nationhood” in the Ml aysi an context.

He argues that cognitive senmantics can be applied productively to
conplex itens purporting to denote precise (or not so precise) constructs



and concepts such as "nationhood" to reveal a network-style | exical
organi sation and/or their inherent conponents.

* Koh Tai Ann, a professor of English in the new School of Humanities
and Social Sciences at Nanyang Technol ogical University (NTU), Singapore
tackl es the issue of how to read, and the purpose of reading in these
chal I engi ng tines.

As print-based literacy is no |onger adequate for full and alert
participation in today's networked environnent of the know edge-based
gl obal econony and the so-called new "conmuni cati on order"”, educationists
have been urging schools to teach multinodal, screen-based, electronic
nedia literacies.

This situation, as it appears in Singapore, has somewhat affected the
teaching of literature.

Koh will look at the inplications for national or local identities of
the "new realities" of global cultural devel opnents.

* Datuk Dr |brahim Ahmad Bajunid, a professor of managenent, |eadership
and policy studies, and founding dean of the Faculty of Humanities and
Soci al Sciences at University Tun Abdul Razak (Unitar) will talk on
managi ng | anguage issues with wisdomin relation to the challenges of
| anguage | eadershi p.

He describes the recurring and new y-energi ng i ssues in |anguage policy
and education policy as these intersect with econom c and internationa
pol i ci es.

The introduction of foreign |anguages in secondary and tertiary
institutions of learning and the increasing nunber of students studying
abroad is creating a new linguistic map of |anguage attitudes and profiles
anong elite groups in the country.

This creates contestati ons between |anguage |oyalty, |anguage
mai nt enance, |anguage shift and nultiliteracies in the education sector as
well as in other sectors.

Ibrahimwi |l |ook at how the agenda of lifelong |earning and the
creation of a know edge-based society is shaping the new |linguistic and
educati onal inagination.

He concludes by discussing the energence of the new | anguage elites and
their roles in shaping | anguage |learning attitudes and notivations.

* Abdul Rahman Enbong, a professor at the Institute of Malaysian and
International Studies, UKM wll explore the contestations of |anguage and
nati onhood and their inplications for the Ml aysian nodernisation project.

H s paper unravels this vexing question of the politics of |anguage, the
rel ati onshi p between | anguage, power and ideology and how it wll affect
the character and direction of Ml aysia' s nodernisation project in the
21st century.

He exami nes in particular the nationalist project of the Ml ay |anguage,
the Mal ay-English contestation, and the possibility or otherw se of
reconciling the nodernisation project and the nationalist project in
Mal aysi a.

* Alastair Pennycook, a professor of |anguage in education in the
Faculty of Education, UTS, has been involved in |anguage education as a
teacher of English for nany years in Gernmany, Japan, China, Canada and
Hong Kong, and has published widely in areas of |anguage in education.

He di scusses gl obal Englishes and transcultural flows and why we need to
understand this as a contingent rather than an inherent set of
conj uncti ons.

He avers that it is not that English itself inplies nuch in terns of
cultural and epistenol ogical fram ng, but rather that English becones
linked in conplex ways to particular practices and fornmations.

H s paper explores two domains in which English serves as a tool and a



medi um for transcultural flows: Christian nmissionary use of English as a
| anguage of proselytisation, and rap/hip-hop as a node of popul ar culture.
Looki ng particularly at Ml aysian and Sout heast Asian contexts, he will
delve into the inplications and |ocal appropriations of such flows.
* Dr Ruzy Suliza Hashimis an associate professor of literature at the
School of Language Studies and Linguistics, Faculty of Language Studies
and Linguistics, UKM
* The Solls.INTEC 03 conference on Language and Nationhood: Confronting
New Realities will be held fromDec 16-18 at the Putrajaya Marriott Hotel.
Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad will deliver the keynote
addr ess.
For nore information, please visit the official website at
www. f pbahasa. ukm ny/solls/ or call 03-8921-6491/6494/ 6579/ 6481.
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