05/ 01/ 2003

Mal acca school's directive on “baju kurung' sparks protests

MALACCA, Sat. - Kota Melaka MP Kerk Kim Hock has asked Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the Education Mnistry to intervene
over a directive issued by a secondary school principal that all her
students wear baju kurung to school every Friday.

Kerk, who is also DAP secretary-general, said although the principal of
Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Infant Jesus Convent, Datin Rahi nah Ghazal i,
had said it would be inplenented on a trial basis for the first three
nonths, it would becone a school regulation by April

He said parents had conplained to the Malacca DAP and its | eaders over
the matter as close to 60 per cent of the students there were non- Mal ays.

"Such nmeasures are tantanount to the hijacking of the national school
system which if inplenented, will be a turn-off for non-Malay parents.
This effort will be seen by parents as an effort to transformit into a
Mal ay school ," he said.

The headmi stress had said on Thursday, during orientation day, that al
pupils would be required to wear baju kurung every Friday, with the first
three nonths being on a trial basis.

Kerk said he would wite to Dr Mahathir over this matter as the Prine
M nister had also said in a recent interview with the New Straits Tinmes
that the idea to set up the national school was to cater to all races.

"In the past, there were no problenms with girls wearing skirts or boys
wearing shorts for ganes, but now, boys are forbidden from wearing shorts
even for ganes

"Such interpretation of Islamw |l put off the non-Milays,"” Dr Mhathir
had said in the interview

A parent, Joseph Sta Maria, said it was not that the parents did not
want their children to wear baju kurung, but the cloth used for the bl ouse
was transparent.

"It is all right for the Muslim students as they wear the tudung, but
for the non-Muslim children they will feel exposed because of the white
cloth used.”
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