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AFTER t he success of the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM) Sunmit earlier this
year, Ml aysia plays host to another inportant international event - the
10th Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC). This nmjor event attracting
the participation of various heads of state and governnent will be held in
Putrajaya fromCct 11 to Cct 18, 2003.

The conference, also known as the Putrajaya Summt, is the first to be
held in the Asia Pacific region. It is also the first event to be held at
the new RVM650 nillion Putrajaya Convention Centre

The neeting is held every three years. The sumit this year carries the
theme ~Know edge and Mrality for Progress of Ummah'. The previous summit
was held in oil-rich Qatar in 2000.

Hi story

The O C was fornmed in Rabat, Mrocco, in Septenmber 1969 after Zionists
mlitants set fire to the sacred Al -Agsa nosque in Jerusal emin August the
sane year. Triggered by the tragedy, the organisation's initial targets
are to defend the honour, dignity and faith of the Muslins, to safeguard
Muslim Holy places, especially the Al -Agsa nosque, and support the
struggl e of Pal estinians.

Today, the organisation's role has w dened and conprises 57 nenber
nations. Discussions |inger not only on the unrel enting Pal estini an-
Israeli conflict, but also other issues and chall enges facing the gl obal
Muslim community, such as econonic cooperation and education

The organisation's role is nore crucial after the terrorist's attacks on
the world's only superpower on Sept 11, 2001. The attack destroyed Islams
imge as a peaceful religion. It resulted in increasing discrimnation
against Muslinms living in the United States and Europe. Certain Mislim
majority countries are now targets of retaliation by the US while others
are under close scrutiny and suspicion for harbouring terrorist groups.

No doubt, the Cctober gathering is a good platform for Miuslim nations to
cl ose ranks, cooperate with one another and rebuild the inmage of I|slam
wor | dwi de. An awesone task, indeed, even for the OC On this score, sone
parties have their reservations. Since inception, they argue that the AQC
failed to make any significant inpact to inprove the condition of the
Musl i nms gl obal ly.

The O C has been widely criticised for not achieving its goals and
performng its role as anticipated. Still, the organisation remains an
i mportant political platform for Mislim nations to express their views as
one group to the world.

This has led to a nunber of O C nmenber countries suggesting Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad to be the next secretary general
They hope that his |eadership and vision would transform the organisation
into a nore dynamic entity.

But Dr Mahathir, who is retiring by end of this nonth after nore than 20
years in office, has declined the offer. Nonetheless, he made it clear his
willingness to contribute his views and ideas in future, as and when the
need ari ses.

Had he accepted the offer, Dr Mhathir would have been the second
Mal aysian to hold the post. The late Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, the
country's first prime mnister, was OCs first secretary general, serving
for three years from 1971
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