15/ 04/ 2003
Mal aysi a hopes US won't attack Syria

Sheri dan Mahavera

SHAH ALAM Mbn. - Ml aysia hopes that the United States, which clains that
Syria is harbouring senior Iraqi |eaders, would not use mlitary force
against it.

Acting Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi hoped the US
would not do so as it would |lead to another catastrophe

He was commenting on a report that the US was considering attacking
Syria on allegations that it was harbouring remants of Saddam Hussein's
regi me.

"If they attack, there is nothing anyone can do, as they are powerful
and they feel that they can attack whoever they want," he said, adding
that the US would find any justification for attacking Syria.

"It's like what Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has said
“the US can charge and punish whoever is seen as challenging Anerican
i nterests'.

"What is inmportant is that we nust respect the sovereignty of each
country, the inviolability of their territories, their integrity, the
i ndependence of their people and their right to have their own
Governnent, " Abdul | ah sai d.
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