08/ 01/ 2003
Mal aysi a pl edges R4 million for Commonweal th project

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - The Ml aysi an public and private sectors, including

i ndi vidual s, have pledged to raise STA nillion (RV4.52 mllion) to buy a
bui l ding for the Cormonweal th Partnershi p Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM
Endowrent Project in London. The building will house the CPTM Endowrent
secretariat.

In announcing this today, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
said STGL million would be donated by the Government and STG3 nmillion by
the private sector

It is learnt that Malaysia is one of the top contributors to the project
to buy the building costing STGL1 mllion.

British-based conpanies and rmultinationals have targeted raising STG3
mllion while Governments and the private sector in Africa, ST mllion

Dr Mahathir, who is the patron of the Ml aysi an | ndustry Gover nnent
Group for Hi gh Technology (M GHT) ,said this after attending a | uncheon
with some 50 corporate | eaders.

He said the investnment in property was to provide rentable space to
generate incone, offices for CPTM and neeting roons (Smart Partnership
d ub).

The property will be owned by the participating Governnents and
conpani es.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy with private conpani es whi ch had donat ed
generously to the project.

“"In fact, we will be collecting alittle nore than STG nillion fromthe
private sector," he added.

He said the conpanies that had either pledged or donated towards the
endowrent project include Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad, Genting G oup, Ganuda
Bhd, Public Bank Bhd, Berjaya G oup, RHB Bank Bhd, AMBank, Southern Bank,
Hong Leong G oup, Mal aysian M ning Corporation, IO Berhad, Sapura, Puncak
Ni aga, Maybank, KL-Kepong Berhad and Si ne Dar by.

Advi ser to the M GHT board and co-ordi nator for M GHT- CPTM Smar t
Partnership Hub Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman said the objective of the
endowrent was to provide, anmong others, financial support for CPTM s
operations.

CPTM Di al ogue is expected to continue to serve as the platformfor
Mal aysia's international outreach and provides an "international face" for
pronoting Mal aysia's interests, foreign policy initiatives and "prosper
t hy nei ghbour” and "wi n-wi n" phil osophy whil e Ml aysi an conmpani es can t ake
advant age of the platformfor pronoting business interests.
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