01/ 11/ 2003

Mal aysi ans bid farewell to a dedicated | eader

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Malaysians, while mssing a dedicated and visionary
| eader in Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad, wel comed an equally capabl e person -
Dat uk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi - to take over the stewardship of the
nation as the fifth Prime Mnister.

Social activist Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye said: "After having served 22 years
as Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir has left an indelible mark in Mlaysia's
history. H's nmany contributions will undoubtedly be appreciated by friends
and foes alike. As a true patriot and visionary, his achievenents are
numer ous. "

Mal aysi an Associ ated | ndian Chanbers of Commerce and | ndustry president
Dat uk K. Kenneth Eswaran thanked Dr Mhathir for steering Malaysia froma
nmere agriculture based economy unknown to the world into a world-respected
devel opi ng country with robust industrialisation.

Mal aysi an Busi nessnmen and Industrialists Association president Datuk
Moeharmad |zat Emir said Mal aysians were indebted to Dr Mahathir for his
untiring effort to nmake the country what it is today.

Victoria Institution AOd Boys' Association president Yusli Yusoff said:
"Dr Mahathir's dedication and sacrifices has resulted in our prosperity,
harnmony and our ability to defend Mal aysia's soverei gnty and i ndependence.
He has charted clearly the nation's future through his vision."

MCA president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said Dr Mahathir has made
Mal aysi ans feel proud of their country.

The Mal aysi an Youth Council secretary-general Norizan Sharif said Dr
Mahat hir was the biggest gift from God to Mal aysi ans and the nation.

Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri Bernard Donpok
wi shed Dr Mahathir a happy retired life with his fanmly and wi shed all of
t hem good heal t h.

Past president of Internal Auditors Association Madhu Marinmuthu said Dr
Mahat hir was a visionary | eader.
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