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Mal i k gets special award, cash at Sukan Putera

| POH, Mon. - Marathon swi nmer Datuk Abdul Malik Mydin was awarded the
Anuger ah Khas (Special Award) Sukan Putera Merdeka 2003 at the opening of
Umo Youth's Sukan Putera Merdeka at the Stadium Sultan Azl an Shah here

[ ast night.

Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali, who is State Umo
Liai son Committee chairman, presented the award to Malik before 5,000
peopl e.

Mal i k al so received a cash award of RWMR20, 000 - RMLO, 000 from Umo Youth
and RMLO, 000 fromthe State Umo Yout h.

A fornmer national cyclist fromButterworth, Mlik, 28, was the first
Mal aysi an and Sout heast Asian to swim the 58km English Channel from Abbots
diff in England to Wssant Beach, France on Aug 3. He did it in just
under 18 hours.

He was recently conferred the Darjah Setia Pangkuan Negeri (DSPN) award,
which carries the title "Datuk”, by the Penang Governnment which presented
himwith a flat and job offer with the State Sports Council.

Mali k set his sights on the English Channel four years ago and trained
in England and Australia and participated in many marathon swins in Lake
Zurich and Langkawi .

Tajol Rosli said the award was in recognition of Malik's feat.

He was anot her exanple of the Ml aysia Boleh spirit and proof that
Mal aysi ans coul d achi eve whatever they set their mnds to doing.

Mal aysi ans had succeeded at many things, whether sw nmng across the
Engl i sh Channel, clinbing Munt Everest or exploring the Antarctic.

"There are many professionals who have nade their mark globally and we
nmust thank Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad for inspiring us
with the spirit and deternmination to reach greater heights," he said.

Taj ol Rosli hoped nore sports neets simlar to Sukan Putera Merdeka,
woul d be organised to spur nore sportsmen to bring the country honour and
fame.

Earlier, deputy Umo Youth chief Datuk Abdul Aziz Sheikh Fadzir, said
the sports neet would foster closer ties between Umo Youth nenbers and
the grassroots, and to inculcate the spirit of Malaysia Bol eh.

This is the fourth Sukan Putera Merdeka. The first was held in Pahang in
2000, Kedah in 2001 and | ast year in Kel antan.

More than 1,500 athletes are participating in sports including football,
badmi nt on, sepak takraw and bow i ng whi ch began on Saturday and ends
t onor r ow.

Yout h chi ef Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein, the Youth and Sports M nister,
is expected to close the event.
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