28/ 07/ 2003
Mal i k gets “cheer up' call from DPM

Zaharah O hnan

MARATHON swi mmer Abdul Malik Midin yesterday received words of

encour agerment from Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi
t hrough a tel ephone conversation after his attenpt to swim across the
Engl i sh Channel had to be postponed yet again.

Abdul | ah told Malik that he would pray for Malik's safety and success.

After the tel ephone call, Milik said he was confident of realising his
goal .

Several days earlier, Malik had al so received encouragenent from Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and, on Saturday, from Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

The first scheduled attenpt to swim across the English Channel on July
23 had to be postponed.

Announci ng the latest cancellation, Datuk Tal aat Hussein, who is heading
the Channel swi m secretariat here, said Malik had been advi sed agai nst the
attenpt by his coach John van Wsse and the Channel Swimers and Pil oting
Feder ati on because of the sudden change in weather conditions.

On Saturday night, journalists covering the event were alerted through
the short nessage service by the secretariat to be on standby as there was
a possibility of Malik taking the plunge early yesterday.

A convoy of supporters and journalists made their way to Dover from
London. But on arrival, they were inforned that the attenpt had been put
on hol d agai n.

The group of 30 supporters will |eave for home tonight w thout
W t nessing Malik achieving his feat.

Mal i k, however, is said to be in good spirits. He is continuing with his
trai ni ng.
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