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Malik returns to hero's welcome at KLIA, thanks Ml aysians

M K. Megan; K T. Selvi

SEPANG, Fri. - Marathon swi mer extraordi naire Abdul Malik Mydin
attributed his success in swinmmng across the English Channel to the
prayers of fellow Ml aysi ans.

He said the last five kilonetres before reaching the shore of Cap Gis
Nez in Calais, France, were the nost difficult. "The wind and currents
were very strong and | had no energy |eft.

"Nevertheless, | made it due to your prayers,” he said on returning to a
hero's welconme at the Kuala Lunpur International Airport today.

He was only scheduled to touch down from London at 5.30pm but hundreds
of fans, well-wishers and relatives were waiting with banners, bunga
manggar and bouquets to welcone himfromas early as 4pm

Mali k was first received by Deputy Youth and Sport M nister Datuk Ong
Tee Kiat, deputy secretary-general of the ministry Datuk Tal aat Husai n and
director-general of the National Sports and Youth Departnent Datuk Raja
Rusl an Raj a Sanah.

He was then received by Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Abdullah Badawi and
Youth and Sport M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, who arrived froma visit
to Sabah, later net the swi mrer and addressed the crowd.

Dr Mahathir said: "Because of Malik, | am standing taller than usual. W
can be proud of the ability of our boys," he said to screans fromthe
crowd.

He said that it was the kind of spirit and determni nation shown by Mlik
that woul d make Mal aysi ans great.

He said the younger generation should view Malik as a role nodel. "Malik
was under trenendous pressure before the swim because the schedul e was
changed several tines. But that did not danpen his spirits. W need nore
young people with such qualities," he said.

"Mal aysi ans can do anything if they have the will. They have travelled
solo round the world, clinbed Munt Everest and tried various feats. There
is yet another challenge to test our resilience and determination. W are
going to send a cosmponaut to space. This is not going to be an easy task
Training will take several years and challenging tests await the
candi date. "

"W nust have the deternmination and discipline to face the challenges if
we want people to respect us," he said.

Dr Mahathir believed that many Mal aysi ans woul d of fer thenselves to
becone the country's first cosnonaut.

"Of course, many people from the devel oped countries have travelled to
outer space but for us, it's something new and chall engi ng,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said that not many in the devel oping world would have
such an opportunity and as such, the people should be grateful

Dr Mahathir praised Malik on behalf of the Government, saying: "Ml aysia

Bol eh, rakyat Malaysia Boleh. If there is a will, we can do anything."
H shanmuddin later said at a Press conference that Mlik's achi evenent
was nmore than swinmmng across the English Channel. "It has a nmuch deeper

meani ng, it shows the youth of today that with perseverance and hard work
t hey can acconplish anything."
Mal i k thanked Mal aysians and the |eaders for their support and prayers
He said the feat was not nmerely a sport but had taught him the neaning
of life. "If you want something you nust be sincere and have patience."



Hs imediate plan is to get a conplete rest before enbarking on another
project. He said he had yet to decide on what he wanted to do next.

Mal i k said he was prepared to coach young sw mrers.

Mal ik was |later presented with a keris by Dr Mahathir and in return,
Mali k presented the Prine Mnister with a portrait of the |eader.

Al so present to greet Mlik was Deputy Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister
Datuk Khalid Yunus and Datuk Azhar Mansor, who had sailed solo around the
wor | d.
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