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Many i nmpressed with business-friendly policies

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - A large nunber of participants of the Seventh Wrld
Chi nese Entrepreneurs Convention was encouraged by the business and
i nvest ment opportunities in Ml aysia.

Many felt that the congress was a highly effective platform for business
net wor ki ng anong the overseas Chinese participants from 21 countries

This year those present were not only drawn by the investnent
opportunities Mal aysia has to offer, but were also inpressed with the
Governnent's business-friendly policies.

Many, too, were inpressed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad and regarded him as the best sales person a country could ever
have.

Li Nong He, who heads the The World Chinese Industry and Conmerce
Advanced Association in Hong Kong, has always admired Dr Mhathir and he
believes that the Prine Mnister hinmself has the power to draw investors

Many Chi nese entrepreneurs, said Li, found Mal aysia attractive and
i nteresting.

They liked the blend of eastern and western culture, the nulti-racia
society and the way the towns and cities were planned, he said.

"W hope to find opportunities for our ventures and eventually set up
busi nesses here," he said.

The president of the Quebec Business People Devel opment Agency, Horace
A. Sirois, said he had a good feeling about Ml aysi a.

He said that he was confortable with the political and economc
stability of the country.

Sirois, who is representing nine hi-tech conpani es from Quebec, attended
the conference to network with businessmen from China with a view to
seeki ng opportunities there.

However, he said he was al so open to opportunities in Ml aysia and was
| ooki ng out for Ml aysi an partners.

The president of the Canada China Network Council, Ping Li, who deals in
heavy machi nery, said that he was al so on the | ook-out for Ml aysian
busi ness partners.

For Jeong Eung Joo, a Korean businessman in Japan, Mlaysia is full of
potenti al .

Jeong, who has several businesses ranging fromfood to the inport of
heavy machinery and |IT equipnment, has managed to establish links with
Mal aysi an busi nessnen during the three-day convention.

He is discussing with Ml aysian conpanies on inporting "white coffee"

i nto Japan.

"I have also received sanples of Malaysian cocoa," Jeong said, adding
that Ml aysi an conpani es needed to work on their packaging, especially if
they wanted to penetrate the Japanese and Korean nmarkets.

"I'n Japan and Korea, people prefer products in cute and snmall packages
wher eas Mal aysi an products always cone in huge packages."

Mal aysi an participant Lilian Goh, a director of a group of nmanufacturing
conpani es, said that the congress was an excellent platform to exchange
i deas.

Goh, whose conmpani es manufacture a range of products from machinery to
gl oves and condoms, said she was encouraged by the response she received
for her products.

However, she said that Ml aysian busi nessnen must upgrade their



marketing efforts.

The deputy president of the Thai Chinese Chanber of Commerce, Phairoj
Chi rachananon, said that he was not only inpressed with the prospects
available in Malaysia but also with the lifestyle of its citizens.

Phairoj, who is involved in the construction, steel and the insurance
i ndustry, noted that Covernnment's policy has inproved over recent years

On investing in Malaysia, he said that he could only do so after finding
a good | ocal partner.

Shen Q, who is with the China Consulting and Co-operation Centre in

Germany, said that he was still studying the local market and the
country's investnent direction.
"There are still many factors to be considered but the nore inportant

one would be whether the Governnent's current policy on investnent, would
continue."

I ndonesi an busi nessnan Cesman Soedargo was highly inpressed by
Mal aysia's multi-cultural society as well as the nmany | anguages spoken
here.

He said he would wait awhile before investing in Ml aysia.
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