05/ 02/ 2003

Mar ki ng Putrajaya's second anniversary

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - The nation's third and | atest Federal Territory,
Putraj aya, celebrated its second anniversary today - living proof that a
wel | - bal anced devel opnent that gives prom nence to nature can co-exi st
har noni ously with nodernity.

The cel ebrations were held in the Taman Botani park, coinciding with the
park's official launch and to signify the concept that Putrajaya is built
as a city within a garden.

The cel ebrations and | aunch were officiated by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanad anmid the |ush and verdant surroundings of the park.

In his speech, the Prime Mnister spoke of Putrajaya's origins, which
started froman oil palmplantation. "It is now a self-contained
devel opnent with conplete anenities and facilities, yet still retaining
its green character."

Taman Botani is one of 13 parks in Putrajaya, situated on the northern
section of Precinct 1 and next to the tranquil Putrajaya Lake, and is
spread over 92 hectares. At present, only 25.2 hectares have been
utilised.

The largest park of its kind in the country, it was designed as an
arcadia or a national sanctuary for Ml aysian plant taxonomy and as a
centre for education and research. It houses sone 700 species of |oca
plants as well as those fromthe African and Asi a-Pacific regions.

Dr Mahathir said the park was intended to create awareness anong the
young of the wealth of botanical resources in the country. He said the
park, which contained nore trees and plants than comonly seen in other
tropical botanical parks, would becone a |landmark for those interested in
bot any.

To mark the launch, Dr Mahathir shook a cangklung, a traditional nusica
i nstrunent before an ensenbl e of students performed, and those present
were treated to a nultinedia presentation of Putrajaya and the park.

Dr Mahathir later planted a pal m sapling. The pal m has been adopted as
the official logo of the park, signifying the garden's role in the
conservation of endangered species.

The Prinme Mnister was then presented with the first Rakan Botani
nmenbership card. He later toured the park, acconpanied by wife Datuk Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Putrajaya Corporation president Tan Sri Azizan
Zai nul Abi di n.

At the end of his tour, Dr Mahathir stopped at the Visitor Interpretive
Centre to sign the opening plaque. There he was greeted with a perfornance
by school children dressed in costunes representing flora and fauna

Putraj aya, which is spread over sone 4,500 hectares of |and, began when
t he Cabinet approved the relocation of the Federal Government's
adm nistrative centre to Prang Besar in the District of Sepang, Sel angor
in 1993. Its nane was changed in 1994 to Putrajaya in honour of the
country's first Prinme Mnister, Tengku Abdul Rahman.
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