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Meet Ali - the accidental newsnan
PHI LOSOPHERS, princes and prophets woul d have sworn that men enjoy the

fruits of success because of the way they govern thenselves. For Al
Aliman, ntv7's broadcast journalist, the story is slightly altered. He

believes fate and luck played a big role in leading himto a fulfilling
career.
After all, it was through a slip of chance that he found his passion in

the tel evision business.

"When | accepted a job as broadcast journalist at a local television
station nine years ago, it never occurred to ne that | would be retelling
reallife dramas," Ali nuses

"I had spent four years in school as an Arts and Social Science student,
poki ng fun at the studpuppet anchormen and ethical dilenmas of local TV
news. Now, |'ve joined the other side and crossed the line into TV
journalism | should be laughing at nyself!"

It's strange how things turned out for Ali. As a student, he had dreaned
of doing so many different things. Decisions, decisions - the ultimte
predi canment that all school -1eavers face

At crunch tinme, he took a ganble and did what any 20-year-old would do
after graduating from university. He redpenned all potential job openings
in the newspaper recruitnment page, sent out resunes to everyone, and
prayed one of the conpani es woul d respond.

H s prayers must have worked wonders because he was called in for an
interview with a local television station and was engaged full-tine as a
broadcast journalist a few weeks | ater.

Those were heady days. Ali renenbers his first on-air news assignnent
fondly: a community service event attended by the forner Prime Mnister
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad

"I't was a live report froma news van outside the Prine Mnister's
office. | had to describe the scene while a few hundred nmetres away crowds
rocked a police car while trying to catch a glinpse of the forner PM'

Since that fateful first assignnent, Ali's life has been a rollercoaster
ride. Teaned with a canera operator, Ali wanders around the country in a
news van, eating vast quantities of fast food, linked to the assignnment
desk by nobil e phones, wal ki e-tal ki es and beepers. In sharp contrast to
print reporting, which is primarily a solo experience, TV reporting is
i ke a hyperactive indul gence

There are sl ow news days where he'll be looking for stories that won't
drive viewers to push the button on their TV renotes. But when there's
breaki ng news, everything speeds up and al nost everyone drops anything
el se he or she is working on to concentrate on the big story.

“"I've learnt to adjust ny routine to the only two “speeds' in |oca
tel evision newsroonms - too slow and too fast,"” he confides.

When he's not on the streets, Ali is often in the ntv7 newsroom busy
readi ng and researching story ideas for the next news clip.

"Breaking news is all that matters in television news; you never knhow
when you're going to get pulled off a story about the little girl battling
cancer and sent to East Malaysia to cover a fire," he says.

TV news is nore volatile than the print nedium Wile a newspaper
reporter mght cover two or three stories a week, a broadcast journalist
is expected to cover two or three stories daily.

It was through the daily assignnments routine that Ali |earned about the



TV business, including the cardinal rule of news reporting: "A ways carry
hai rspray. You'll never know when you might be interviewing a reclusive
CEQ, " he interjects. "Miuch like a Boy Scout, a TV reporter must always be
prepared, which translates to carrying a warm jacket, a change of clothes,
and your mekeup kit wherever you go."

In Ali's world, a picture says much nore than a thousand words. As part
of his daily grind, Ai sieves through niles of tape to find appropriate
footage to conplenent his stories.

Conpetition for scoops, says Ali, isn't always between reporters. Mst
times, it's between assignnment desks.

At each station, the assignnent desk is manned by a team of producers
who choose story ideas for the reporters, make the contacts, schedul e
i nterviews and assignnent crews. They're the scanner jockeys who listen to
the police and fire radio frequencies day and night, hoping to hear
somet hing other stations don't.

"I'n the field, you constantly run into crews from other stations. As
anyone who watches TV news knows all too well, the stations cover al nost
all the sane stories. A sense of camaraderie devel ops, even within the
context of the conpetition.”

Among reporters and camera operators in the field, it's a cooperative
conpetition. Stations routinely exchange pool video, rent transportation
together, and return each other's |ost equi pnent.

Over the years, Ai has discovered that there is a sense of shared
endeavour in television. TV crews tend to hang out together, forging a
uni t ed- we- st and uni on.

Ali recalls an assignnent where the TV news teans stood up for their
rights. "I was waiting in the rain with other news crews on an assi gnnent
i nvol ving donestic violence. A cameraworman, tired of being harassed by the
pol i ce, bal ked when an officer singled her out and told her to turn off
her 1ight.

"Instead of follow ng instructions, she crept to where the perpetrator
was hiding and nmanaged to capture few nminutes of an exclusive interview.
That night, she earned the respect of her peers.”

It's those kinds of days that nmakes Ali's job worth going the extra
mle. But whether it's a slow or fast day, Ali keeps busy on the job
| earning new skills, tapping into the grapevine, and on the prow for the
next big story.
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