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More to attend 7th |1 AP neet in Sept

Kamarul Yunus

THE Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC) continues to receive international
recognition, with a larger turnout of menmbers expected at the seventh
MsC

I nternati onal Advisory Panel (IAP) nmeeting next nonth.

Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp senior vice president Dr Mihammad Ghazie
Ismail said a total of 17 | AP menbers and 14 representatives have
confirmed their participation in the neeting scheduled for Septenber 4-
5.

"This was an increase from 14 nenbers and 12 representatives who
attended the neeting |ast year.

"In fact, this was the largest turnout of nenbers and representatives
since | AP was established seven years ago," he told a nmedia conference
in
Cyberjaya yesterday.

Contrary to critics, Mihammad CGhazie said this proved that the MSC has
been successful and on course to achieving its goal as a regional hub
for
informati on technol ogy.

Last nonth, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had al so
quashed sceptism about the viability of the MSC by stressing that the
MsC
had been able to attract nore than 800 conpani es.

At the opening of Ericsson's RVMBO million Ml aysian headquarters and
regi onal hub on July 29, Dr Mahathir had said that the MSC and its
flagship hub-city, Cyberjaya, were noving successfully in the envisaged
direction and were not a failure as sone critics believed.

He (Dr Mahathir) had said the MSC s success could al so be neasured in
the overwhel ming interest shown by technol ogy-based corporations,
foreign
and local, in operating fromthe "intelligent" area.

On the seventh | AP neeting, Mihanmad Chazie said the neeting will
witness two new nenbers who have been pronoted from representative
status.

The two new nenbers are Satyam Conputer Services chairman Ramal i ngam
Raj u
and Dennis Robertson of Illinois Institute of Technol ogy.

O hers attending include University of Canbride Vice Chancell or
Emeri tus
Professor Sir Alec Broers, Mtorola executive vice president Cene
Del aney,

SAP Asia Pacific president and chief executive officer (CEO Hans-Peter
Kl aey and Fujitsu senior vice president for corporate Dr Kazuo Mirano.

The | AP menbers who had confirned their participation at the neeting
include Silicon Gaphics Inc chairman and CEO Bob Bi shop, Professor
Wlliam F. Mller of Stanford University, Cutler & Co nmnagi ng director
Dr
Terry Cutler, Ericsson executive vice president Ragnar Back, |nfosys
Technol ogi es Ltd chairman and chief nmentor N.R Narayana Mirthy, and



Si enens informati on and communi cation network board menber Anton Hendrik
Schaaf .

Also confirm ng attendance are The Heritage Foundation president Dr
Edwin J Feul ner, Sun M crosystens chief researchers and director of
sci ence Dr John Gage, the Acer G oup chairman and CEO Datuk Dr Stan
Shi h,

Japan Institute of International Socio-Econonm c Studies Datuk Dr
Tadahiro

Seki nmoto, Oracle Corp executive vice president Professor Derek WIIians,
Cyber Century Forum chairman Anbassador Di ana Lady Dougan, |Dtrack

presi dent Robert ©Madge, and NTIT Comunications Corp president and CEO
Masanobu Suzuki .

As usual, the Prime Mnister will engage in extensive dialogues with
t he
| AP menbers to refine the devel opnent of MSC as well as chart its future
di rection.

"The | AP neetings have generated reconmendations that have been
incorporated into the strategy for the devel opment of the MSC s progress
and devel opnment significantly with some of them personally overseeing
t he
proj ects undertaken,"” Mihamrad Chazi e said.

He said several key speakers will present their working papers at the
neeting, with topics ranging from business strategies to collaboration
bet ween universities and industry on high-technol ogy.

"The topics of discussion will be nuch focus on the convergence of
technol ogy, " he said.

Asked on the visible success of the MSC, Mihanmad Chazie pointed out
t he
i mpl ementation of the national identification smartcard called "MKad"
is
one of the success stories.

"We have already produced six mllion of these snmartcards and hope to
export our technol ogi cal products to other countries.

"Currently, we are negotiating with several countries, especially in
Sout h- East Asia and West Asia to use our high-technol ogy product,” he
sai d.

On the question of whether Dr Mahathir will continue to chair the |IAP
neeting next year after his retirement as the Prine Mnister in late
Cct ober, Mihamrad Chazie said under the normal practice, the neeting
will
be chaired by the Prime Mnister.

This would nmean that Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi will succeed Dr Mahathir as | AP chairnman in 2004.
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