05/ 10/ 2003
M crochi ps to beat cheque cheats

Ri dzwan Abdul | ah

BANDAR MUADZAM SHAH, Sat. - The Governnent may place microchips into
cheques to prevent forgery and falsification of governnment financia
transactions.

Second Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Jamaludin Jarjis said nore conpl ex
security features mnmust be used in the production of financial docunents
such as cheques.

"The cheats are getting smarter and we have to ensure we are always one
step ahead of them" he said at his parlianmentary comunity service centre
here today. Jamaludin is MP for Ronpin.

On Thursday, Penang police announced that Syed Ismail Syed Alwi was the
mai n suspect behind the syndicate that siphoned off RMB.1 million fromthe
State treasury over the past two nonths.

Police believe Syed Ismail, in his 30s, was also behind the cloned State
treasury cheque scam that hit four or five other State Governnents over
the past three years.

This includes the cloning of 111 cheques belonging to the Ml acca Chief
Mnister's Ofice in April. Malacca is said to have |ost about RWM/70, 000

On Friday, Prime Mnister and Finance Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Moharmed said all government financial transactions would be nonitored by
the Finance Mnistry.

Jamal udin said the mnistry would neet all relevant financial
representatives, including those from Bank Negara, to discuss how to
counter this problem

"W will be calling for a neeting soon and I am confident we can find a
solution to this."

The mnistry also plans to nmeet representatives of State Governnents to
get a clearer picture on how their treasuries carry out their
transactions.

One microchip that has been identified for use is the Ml aysian
M crochip

Wth a 0.5-mllimetre square contact patch, an area as |large as the head
of a safety pin, it contains one of the world s snallest radio frequency
identification antenna-integrated circuit.
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