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M nistry should act inmediately against politically active students

Ashraf Abdul | ah

EDUCATI ON M nister Tan Sri Misa Mhamad's statement that the results of
the recent canpus elections in local universities show that the students
are immature is shocking.

It is so because the statenent conmes from the sane person who is
responsi ble for ensuring the quality of education in the country.

Isn't it the responsibility of the Mnistry which Misa heads to ensure
that only mature, high-quality students are admitted to the universities?

Miusa's remarks give the inpression that there are serious weaknesses in
the education system of which he is custodian

Wiy is it that only when students in sone of the universities vote pro-
Opposition candidates in their respective campuses, that they are
i mmat ur e?

These students nade it to the universities through a system which the
Mnistry created. If these students are inmmature, surely there nust be
sonething wong with the system

The Mnister said the recent canpus elections were nore politically-
inclined. He said the student |eaders were not elected based on issues
such as the welfare of students as is the case in foreign universities.

Surely, the Mnister realises that student welfare is not an issue in
Mal aysi an universities. A npbst every university student gets either a
schol arship or loan fromthe Governnent.

What they lack is the sense of gratitude. These students expect the
CGovernnent not only to provide them places at |ocal universities, but also
schol arshi ps, grants and loans to fund their education.

But instead of repaying the Governnent by concentrating on their studies
and passing with distinctions, sone instead turned against the Governnent.

I nfl uenced by those opposing the establishnment, they shifted their focus
and becane nore active in politics.

Now nore interested in organising or taking part in denpbnstrations and
rallies, they further neglected their studies.

Students who receive schol arships and grants fromthe CGovernment have no
busi ness taking part in political activities until they have graduated

This is because the large anount of public funds allocated to provide
education to students will be wasted if they spend their tine and energy
on activities that have nothing to do with their studies.

The universities should constantly nonitor the performance of these
students. If they do below par in their first or second year sinply
because they are only interested in non-acadenic related activities, these
students should imediately be renoved to save public funds

There is no point in financing their entire course only to learn at the
end of the day that they cannot nake the grade for a degree, or have
qualified only for a general degree - unacceptable in this case because
everyt hing has been provided for.

When the post of Education Mnister was given to Misa, a career
acadenician, in a Cabinet reshuffle which followed the 1999 general
el ection, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad expl ai ned that the
nove was to depoliticise the Mnistry.

This is a unique departure from the Barisan Nasional's tradition.

Normal Iy, only senior menbers of the Cabinet are given the task of
headi ng the Education Mnistry, one of the nore inportant portfolios.

The fact that an academ cian who has no experience in politics was made



Educati on M nister goes to show the inportance that the Prime M nister has
pl aced on education. It is to ensure that education remains free from
political influences which may poison the m nds of the young, who are

i nheritors of the country's future.

But what is happening at universities these days raises the question of
whet her the ministry has been successful

Opposition parties continue to penetrate campuses in nysterious ways,
al though political activities at universities contravene the Universities
and University Colleges Act.

A nunber of lecturers and students openly support the opposition. The
mnistry nust admt this and act accordingly, not sinply because the
students and l|ecturers are supporting the opposition but because their
activities are blatantly ill egal

Wiy the ministry and the universities are slow in taking action against
these students and lecturers, is mnd-boggling.
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