01/ 09/ 2003

Nat i onal heroes make parade nore neani ngfu

PUTRAJAYA, Sun. - The National Day parade here today was nade nore
meani ngful with the participation of Ml aysi ans who have nmade the nation
proud during Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s stewardship.
Joi ning the over 23,000 participants who marched down parts of the
newl y-opened 4.2km | ong Boul evard were national heroes, such as marathon
swi mrer Dat uk Abdul Malik Mydin, solo round-the-world sailor Datuk Azhar
Mansor and Munt Everest conquerors M Magendran and N. Mhandas, who rode
in chauffeur-driven TD2000 and Bufori cars.
Vari ous agenci es, conpani es and non-governnental organisations also
hel ped to keep the 300, 000-strong crowd entertained with costunme parade
and col ourful floats.
Seen expressing their patriotismalong with fellow Ml aysi ans were H20

Sports managi ng director Datuk Yahya Jalil, Tenaga Nasional Berhad vice-
president for corporate planning, developnent and services Datuk Ml Sidek
Ahmad and Yayasan Sal am Mal aysia chairman Tan Sri Razali Ismail, who |ed

their organisations in the procession

Di sabl ed fornmer television compere Ras Adi ba Radzi was al so present.

The Education Mnistry's 1,000-strong contingent, sporting robes and
nortar boards, was led by its secretary-general Datuk Anbrin Buang and
Education director-general Datuk Abdul Rafie Mbhat.

Their colourful float, which depicted the | eaps and bounds by which the
sector had progressed since 1957, signified the inportance placed on
education by the Governnent.

The Agriculture Mnistry's 97-nenber contingent, led by its secretary-
general Datuk Abi Misa Asaari Mhd Noor, marched along with a "fruit-
filled" float featuring a "delicious" assortment of giant waternelons
durians and nmangoes.

O her corporations which took part in the procession in their creatively
decorated fl oats were Perbadanan Putrajaya and |-Berhad, whose
participants were clad in bright orange.
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