08/ 04/ 2003
Moti on on new seats tabled

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Raml an Said; Shamini Darshni; Farrah Naz
ACTING Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi yesterday tabled a
noti on supporting the creation of 25 new parlianentary seats and 63 state
seats, and praised the Election Conmission for a job well done

He said the conmission had adhered to all requirements in conducting the
exercise, including submtting its reports and proposals to the head of
governnent and Parlianment as stipul ated under the Constitution

Abdul | ah said the reports, one covering peninsular Ml aysia and anot her
i nvol vi ng Sabah, provided a conprehensive insight into how the comm ssion
arrived at its decision and reconmendati ons.

"The decision to increase the nunber of seats in peninsular Ml aysia and
Sabah is consistent with the social econonic progress achieved over the
| ast eight years (the last redelienation exercise).

"It is also in line with the increase in population and voters," he said
before a packed House.

Abdul I ah said the conmm ssion realised the burden shoul dered by el ected
representatives, especially in areas where facilities and transportation
were |acking or al nost non-existent.

"In view of this, it has tried to reduce the size of constituencies but
wi t hout affecting the nunber of voters."

The commission circulated its proposals to MPs |ast week.

The 714-page dossier was tabled together with a report on the
redelineation of parlianentary and state seats in Sabah. Mps of the new
constituencies were attached.

I n peninsular Ml aysia, the conm ssion proposed the creation of 20 new
parliamentary constituencies and 51 new state seats.

The new parlianmentary seats are in Penang (two), Perak, Federa
Territory of Kuala Lunmpur, Negri Senbilan and Mal acca (one each), Pahang
(three), Selangor (five) and Johor (six).

The proposed state seats are in Kelantan (tw), Penang (seven), Perak
(seven), Pahang (four), Selangor (eight), Negri Senbilan (four), Malacca
(three) and Johor (16).

Sonme constituencies will also have a name change.

In Sabah, it proposed the creation of five new parlianentary
constituencies and 12 state seats.

Later at the |obby, Abdullah disnm ssed the Opposition's contention that
the Governnment was in a hurry to endorse the proposals.

"If that is the case, we would have anended the Constitution (now) but
as we can see, it will only be done in June.

"But before we do that, the House has to approve the proposals.”

To another contention that the Governnent was preparing for an el ection
this year, Abdullah referred to a statenent by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that no el ection would be held before Cctober.

Dr Mahathir is expected to step down after the Organisation of the
I sl am ¢ Conference neeting in Cctober.

On the possibility of the country going to the polls in Novenber or
Decenber, Abdull ah qui pped: "Yes, in Novenber and Decenber 2004."

The acting Prime Mnister reiterated that the exercise was conducted in
a transparent manner, w th no hidden notives.
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