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Mot ori ng ahead

MALAYSI A has again bucked the region's disnmal econonic forecasts hy
attracting the BMW Group, a mgjor player in the international autonobile

i ndustry, to its shores. Just as the Ml aysian econony redeened itself

| ast year, the arrival of the German car-maker shows rebounding investor
and business confidence against the threat of international terrorism the
effects of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) and the |ingering
residue of the 1997 financial crisis across the region. It is especially
noteworthy, conming as it does when the region is fighting hard to woo
foreign direct investnent in the wake of geopolitical conplications
following the events of Sept 11, 2001.

The conpany's willingness to set aside RW2.74 mllion for a foothold in
the local and regional autonobile nmarket is nothing short of a show of
confidence in Malaysia's long-termpotential. It is a testinmony to Datuk

Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s unceasing efforts to showcase Ml aysia as a
profitable investnent destination with a stable political clinmate and
conduci ve busi ness environment.

It is also an indication that the |eadership change which wll see Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi take over the helmin COctober is going down
well with investors. That the BMN Group has also decided to relocate its
regional parts distribution centre from Singapore to Malaysia is further
proof that the country is holding its own against conpetitors.

This affirmation of faith in Malaysia by a corporate giant headquartered
in Europe is telling. It speaks positively of how the |argest bl ock of
potential international investors is view ng Mlaysia.
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