25/ 03/ 2003
MPs condem attack on Iraq

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Ramlan Said; P. Sharmini; Julia Chan
MEMBERS of Parliament, speaking in support of the notion on Iraq tabled by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad, vehenently spoke out
against the US-led attack on Iraq

Shah Alam MP and Backbencher's C ub chairnman Datuk Mhd Zin Mhanred said
US President George W Bush and British Prine Mnister Tony Blair should
be put on trial for crines against humanity.

He said their action made them war crimnals.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) sai d neasures should be taken to restore
the authority of the United Nations.

"The US and its allies have not heeded the voices of people the world
over, including countries such as China, Germany, France and Russi a.

"W hold to the principle that rational and peaceful neasures are the
best way to solve conflicts,” he said.

Dat uk Ruhani e Ahrmad (BN-Parit Sulong) said it was ironic that the UN
Charter, ained at nmintaining international peace and security, was
drafted and signed by the US and other nmmjor powers in 1945

The Charter, close to 58 years old now, did not reflect the maturity of
t hought or action of its founding | eaders, he said.

"This is evident fromthe US actions which do not show any respect for
the ideals and principles of the Charter."

Ruhani e said the "aggression without legitinacy" was as if the US was
using the international fight against terrorismfor its own gains and
anmbi tions of world dom nation.

He ternmed the US-led attacks as sinister and unjustified, and urged the
UN to take stronger neasures in bringing about an end to the war.

He suggested the formation of a conmittee which would study ways to
revitalise and reformthe UN

Ruhani e | auded Mal aysia's continued efforts for peace through the Non-
Aligned Movenent, Oganisation of Islanmc Conference (OC), the
Conmonweal th and ot her international foruns.

Nasharuddi n | sa (Pas-Yan) said Ml aysia should be nore strict inits
efforts and invite the OC to take stronger measures in bringing an end to
t he war.

He said the disarm ng process should have been allowed to continue and
Mal aysi a shoul d not accept any form of co-operation with the US as a sign
of protest.

Nashar uddi n al so suggested the setting up of a world children's fund
whi ch woul d collect funds and aid from countries all over the world for
the children of Iraq.

Dat uk Mohamad Aziz (BN Seri Gading) once again |ikened Bush to a "devil"
for his unjustified and cruel actions.

Teresa Kok (DAP-Seputeh) said local television channels should exercise
caution in selecting news from foreign agencies that tend to give one-
sided reports. She urged |ocal agencies to be inpartial

She urged the Governnent to allow the public to be able to hold rallies
or denonstrations in support of the peace efforts.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar, in winding up the notion
t hanked the MPs for their show of unani nbus support.

He said Mal aysi ans were against the war for the sinple reason that the
war was not given a nandate by the UN and was nerely to bring about a
regi me change in lraq



He said the suggestions from MPs that the UN be revitalised should be
gi ven serious and due consideration.

Syed Hanmid also said that the voices of the grassroots - the people of
all nations of the world - should be collectively garnered to convince the
US of its blunder.
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