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Much renmains to be done in Kedah

Zubai dah Abu Bakar
ALTHOUGH not everything is rosy in Kedah, all is not lost for Umo.

Seni or party statesnen have said that they need only heed Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's advice to strengthen the position of Kedah Umo.

The Prime Mnister recently renm nded Umo nenbers to stop jostling for
position. This, many believe, is at the heart of Kedah's problens.

In his speech at the opening of his Kubang Pasu division neeting |ast
nonth, he warned Umo nenbers that the infighting nust stop as this is
only to the advantage of Pas.

Kedah Umo, in the words of a forner senior State Umo | eader and former
State Exco nenber, is in a "critical" stage.

So Kedah Umo should clean up its act because if it does not, then, in
Dr Mahathir's words, "Pas will w n because we have defeated ourselves, and
not because they are efficient or clever"”.

Sone Kedah Umo veterans say the problem has been repeatedly denied by
State | eaders and have urged the leaders to "go to the ground and the
truth will be reveal ed".

However, Menteri Besar and Kedah Ummo |iaison chief Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain has nmaintained that all is well. He has invited those who
have said Kedah Unmo was weak to conme to the State and "see reality" for
t henmsel ves.

He reiterated that Kedah Umo is strong and assured that there would not
be a repeat of the "drama" that followed when several incunbents and
aspirants protested at not being selected for the 1999 Barisan Nasional
general election |ine-up.

He has al so taken upon hinself the responsibility to see that party
menbers and officials support BN candi dates chosen for the next general
el ecti on.

Many are hopeful that Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi, who will be heading BN at the next general election, will screen
candi dates and drop nanes that could be a liability to BN

Syed Razak took over as Menteri Besar and State Umo |iaison chief from
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid when Kedah Umo was said to be at its weakest.

Now it is his responsibility to ensure that BN continues to be in power.

H's other big task is to ensure that there are second-echelon |leaders in
the State and capable leaders in Umo and the government at Federal |evel,
sonet hi ng whi ch Kedah boasted of in the past.

At present, there are only Dr Mahathir, Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni ster Datuk Paduka Kadir Sheikh Fadzir and parlianentary secretary to
Educati on M nistry Datuk Mahadzir Khir in the Governnent.

The Religious Adviser to the Prime Mnister, Tan Sri Abdul Hamid O hnan,
is the only elected Umo suprene council menber from the State.

When Sanusi was Menteri Besar and State Umo |iaison chief, his
appoi ntnents and choice of candidates did not go down well wth many.
This, many believe, was the start of Kedah Ummo's probl ens.

They point to the near fatal blow to Umo in the 1999 general election
when Pas won eight parlianentary and 12 State seats.

Even Dr Mahathir, who retained his Kubang Pasu seat, was returned by a
reduced nmajority.

O course, it was said the Opposition cashed in on the anti-Government
sentinments then.

Then a year later, BN lost Lunas to Parti Keadilan Nasional in a by-



el ection, causing it to lose its two-thirds nmgjority in the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly.

BN won the Pendang parlianentary seat in another by-election |ast year
but failed to west the Anak Bukit State seat from Pas.

The | osses, especially in Anak Bukit, said Dr Mahathir, was not because
Kedah Umo was weak but that it did not work hard enough

A BN assenbl ynan said Syed Razak should take his cue from Dr Mahathir's
statenent .

"The obvious step any l|leader will take when faced with such a situation
is to work doubly hard to put Kedah Umo house in order."

Kedah Umo |eaders are working towards this but, many say, not hard
enough.

The State Umo and BN nmachinery are still trying to put their act
toget her when all the other States are good and ready.

Political observers say that a wong strategy was the stunbling block in
Wi nni ng back the hearts and m nds of Ml ays.

They cited the State's Mesra Rakyat progranmme whi ch was noble but failed
to appeal to Malays. Then it was the Kedah Maju 2010 action plan, but it
coul d not counter Pas' canpaigning

What coul d have been a boost to BN was also |lost due to plain
m scal cul ati on. Syed Razak kept postponing requests from | eaders of
Chi nese associations and guilds for a neeting.

Pas did the nost logical thing: get closer to them A series of neetings
and di al ogues were held between Pas |eaders and the Chinese community to
persuade them to give just one chance for the Qpposition to prove itself.

There is also the issue of the new Kedah Umo Youth chief Datuk Abdul
Azi z Shei kh Fadzir who is not so popular with the Chinese conmunity.

Aziz, the national Umo Youth deputy chief, is aware that sonme Chinese
in Kedah agreed with the Qpposition's claim that he was anti-Chinese.

He was so labelled for |eading a protest against Chinese organi sation
Suqgi u for questioning Ml ay special rights three years ago

Aziz has since said that he is working hard to counter that allegation
and regain the trust of the Chinese.

Such is his comitnent that he has even relocated his famly to Kedah so
that he could effectively serve the party.

Wanita Umo and Puteri Umo won credit for organising activities to get
t he support of Ml ay wonen.

However, Puteri should be aware that Pokok Sena was not chosen as the
venue for Pas wonen's w ng gol den jubilee celebrations for nothing.

It was neant to boost the norale of the nuslimt (Pas wonmen's wing) in
Kedah which is busy visiting households to gather support for the party.

Kedah Umo, says a political observer, needs only to look at the
Opposition to know that the State will still remain with BN. However, it
needs to do nore than that.
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