16/ 06/ 2003

Musa: | will not contest against Abdullah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Tan Sri Miusa Hitam said today that he had no desire
to chall enge Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi for the Umo presidency,
adding that if he did, he would | ose.

"I feel there is no reason for nme personally to try to get back into the
fray because, unlike others, | have been out of active politics for so
long and | hold no position whatsoever in the party or the Government," he
sai d when contacted.

He was asked to comment on remarks by Prinme Mnister and Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad in a Ml ay newspaper today that he was
worried there would be a scranble for the deputy president and vice-
presidents' posts after he steps down.

Dr Mahathir had said that he was not worried about Abdull ah being
chal | enged when he assunes the party presidency.

He had also remarked that he did not think either Umo suprenme counci
menber and Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah or Musa (a forner party
deputy president and Deputy Prine Mnister) would challenge Abdullah,
adding that if either of them did, he would not wn.

Musa said that he "absolutely agreed" with Dr Mahathir's contention.

"I amgetting on. I'mgetting old. And | believe | should stay out. It
is based on ny fundanental belief that there should be an infusion of nore
younger people into the party to ensure that Umo remains strong and
dynam c."

Miusa called on all quarters to "give Pak Lah a break"” and give him
"maxi mum support”.

He expressed the hope that people would stop neking specul ati ons about
him or any other |eader having intentions to challenge Abdull ah.

Abdul | ah takes over as Prine Mnister and Umo president after Dr
Mahat hir steps down in Cctober.

Razal ei gh could not be reached for comrents.
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