03/ 04/ 2003

Musa appoints Ongkili as Science and Technol ogy advi ser

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - Newl y-appointed Chief Mnister Datuk Miusa Anan has
naned Parti Bersatu Sabah deputy president Datuk Dr Maxinus Ongkili as his
Sci ence and Technol ogy advi ser.

The appointnment cane a day after Musa had pronised that the PBS, as a
maj or partner in the State Barisan Nasioanl, would be given suitable and
relevant roles in the State adm ni stration.

Al t hough the second-1|argest conponent of the State BN after Umo, the
PBS was not included in the new State Cabinet sworn in yesterday, as Misa
had opted for nmininmal change.

There had been nuch anticipation that the PBS, which rejoined the BN
early last year, would be included in Miusa's Cabinet.

Ongkili's appointnent is seen as the beginning of the PBS participation
in the State adm nistration.
Musa said he appointed Ongkili, who is Bandau MP and Tandek Assenbl ynan,

as he is Sabah's sole representative in the National Information
Technol ogy Council under the chairmanship of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He said he would discuss the terms of Ongkili's appointment with the
State Secretary.

Misa said this at a Press conference after chairing his first Cabinet
nmeeting since assumng the Chief Mnistership on March 27.

Misa said he briefed the Cabinet on the direction of his adm nistration
and his priorities as the new Chief Mnister, and asked for their full co-
operati on.

H s key focus will be on devel oping agriculture, tourism and
manuf acturing, while continuing efforts to conbat illegal immgration,
illegal 1ogging and fish bonbing.

Musa' s predecessor Datuk Chong Kah Kiat, who was retained in the Cabinet
as Tourism Culture and Environnent Mnister, had been tasked wth
continuing the effort against the problens of illegal inmgration, |ogging
and fish bombing, prioritised under his administration.

The State Security Wirrking Committee, under the chairmanship of the
Chief Mnister, will deal with the illegal immgrants issue.

Musa said the State Governnent would continue with the "Ops Nyah"
| aunched in February last year to denolish squatter houses and deport
illegal immgrants.

He said |ocal squatters whose houses were denolished or destroyed by
fire woul d be resettl ed.

"We are |ooking at building between 5,000 and 10,000 units of | ow cost
housing for them" Misa said.

The Cabinet recorded its appreciation to Chong and Datuk Abdul Ghapur
Salleh for their contribution to the devel opnent of the State while
serving as Chief Mnister and Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Departnent
respectively, between March 2001 and March 2003.

CGhapur, who is Kal abakan Assenbl yman and Tawau Umo divi sion chief, was
not re-appointed to the new State Cabinet. Meanwhile, Ongkili today
pl edged to give his best as Science and Technol ogy advisor to the Chief
M ni ster.

"Science and Technology is a dynamic field and close to ny heart as an
agriculture scientist and economst,” said Ongkili who holds a a doctrate
in Agriculture Econonics.



Ongkili, contacted at his Bandau parlianentary constituency office in
Kota Marudu, expressed gratitude to Chief Mnister Datuk Miusa Aman for the
appoi nt nent .

"I look forward to contributing to the Science and Technology field on
behal f of the PBS," he said.

Ongkili said the PBS had a lot of talents in various fields that could
be put to good use.
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