14/ 05/ 2003

Musl i m | eaders to di scuss Al DS

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Second International Mislim Leaders'
Consultation on H V/AIDS ained at creating awareness of the disease wll
be held here next week.

The conference, jointly organi sed by the Ml aysi an AIDS Council and the
Department of Islam c Devel opnent (Jakim) from May 19 to 23, will be
attended by 300 participants from 38 Mislim countries.

Based on the thenme "A Caring Ummah: Transform ng the Response" the
conference will include comunity |eaders from non-governnental bodies and
experts from around the world.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datuk Paduka Marina Mihathir said the
conference was a follow up to the first one held in Kanpala, Uganda in
2001.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Hami d Zai nal
Abi din concurred that AIDS awareness anong the comunity here was not
vi ewed seriously by many people.

The conference will focus on five areas: human dignity, vulnerability,
sexuality, drug use and the role played by Miuslim| eaders pertaining to
H V/ AIDS. Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia Associate Professor Norani O hnman
sai d workshops would be held to allow participants to exchange views and
share ideas on AlDS.

Open to invitees only the conference will be addressed by, anmobng others,
International Islamic Univerisity's Prof Mhd Kamal Hassan, and Ugandan
mufti Shei kh Shaban Mibaj j e.
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