27/ 11/ 2003
Musl i m nati ons nust strive for self-sufficiency

Mansor Put eh

MJSLI M countries nust strive for self-sufficiency in all aspects so that
we will beconme an economic, social, cultural and hence, political force to
be reckoned with and not be held ransom by anyone with threats of econonic
sanctions.

When | was a boy, alnobst everything we used were inported from Engl and

Now we are able to produce them so that we do not have any need to
i mport such goods. And in the early 1980s, the then Prine Mnister, Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, said Mal aysia was going to produce our own national car
- the Proton.

At that tine the idea was considered preposterous. Wy would a
relatively small country such as Ml aysia want to produce its own car?

Now, after nmore than 16 years or so, we are able to see how successf ul
this venture is.

Unfortunately, Ml aysia has not been able to enhance the inmage of Proton
and ot her goods we produce so that they become household nanes in the
Musl i m worl d.

It is time we shift our focus to the Muslim world where the prospect of
bei ng received is better than in the Wst.

| would like to see such ventures be endorsed by the Organisation of
I sl am ¢ Conference and be branded "O C endorsed product" so that these
goods are given preferential treatment in all Mslim countries

If in the 1980s we could enbark on a project to produce cars, why can't
the new m || ennium see another venture?

| propose that Mislim countries produce our own comercial airplanes,
for a start.
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