22/ 09/ 2003

"SNAP can't rejoin BN if it contests as Qpposition'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Sarawak National Party (SNAP) risks being barred
fromre-admittance into Barisan Nasional if the party contests as the
Opposition in the general election, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mbhaned
Rahmat said today.

Instead of toying with the idea of fielding candidates in the polls,
Mohanmed said SNAP | eaders should concentrate on resolving the problem of
the party's deregistration by the Registrar of Societies.

"I leave it to the party |leadership's wisdom" he said.

He said the BN suprenme council, during its neeting |ast week, had
mai nt ai ned that since SNAP had been declared illegal by the ROS, it had
al so ceased to be a nmenber of the coalition.

Mohamed was responding to a news report that the party's central
executive committee had decided to re-activate its 62 branches to prepare
for parliamentary elections, due in early 2005.

The decision is seen as a possible nove for the party, which was once a
formdable force in Sarawak BN, to start nobilising its election
machi nery.

SNAP was said to be interested in westing back the Mas Gadi ng, Sarat ok,
Bi ntulu and Baram parlianmentary seats currently held by the Sarawak
Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP), the |atest Sarawak-based party to
join the BN

SPDP, fornmed as a splinter party of SNAP following a |eadership crisis,
is led by vice-president Datuk WIIliam Mawan | kom

Last week, BN chairman and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
had sai d SNAP had ceased to be a BN nenber.

He said the party could re-apply to join the coalition if the court
decided in its favour |ater.
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