12/ 03/ 2003
Putting Langkawi Regatta on world nmap

Abdul Razak Ahmed

LANGKAW , Tues. - The Governnment intends to nake the Royal International
Langkawi Regatta the nobst prestigious event in the international sailing
cal endar to establish Langkawi as a port of call for such events.

Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said to attain
this objective, the private sector, the Federal Government and the Kedah
Governnent need to work closely.

"If we work together we can achieve nmany things, nobst inportantly to
nake the regatta the npbst prestigious event in the international sailing
cal endar and to establish Langkawi as the preferred stopover for
international sailing events, and sailors worl dw de.

"When this happens, it will automatically boost Ml aysia's econony and
put Malaysia at the forefront of the world map," he said at the | aunching
of the Royal Langkawi International Regatta 2003 at the Royal Langkaw
Yacht Cub (RLYC) in Kuah here tonight.

The official opening of the new marina and seawall at the RLYC was al so
conducted in conjunction with the |aunch

Al so present were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain,
RLYC chai rman and comodore Tunku Abdul | ah Tuanku Abdul Rahman, chairnman
of the regatta advisory conmittee Datuk Megat Naj nuddin Megat Khas, and
New Straits Tinmes Press (M Berhad group editor-in-chief Tan Sri Abdul | ah
Ahmad.

The inaugural event, from tonmorrow until March 15, wll be held annually
and conpl enment the Asian Yachting Cal endar, which includes simlar events
hel d t hroughout the region.

The regatta is participated by 62 teans conprising seasoned sailors and
cruising yachtsmen from the United States, Britain, Australia, Singapore
CGermany, New Zeal and, Thail and, Hong Kong and Mal aysi a.

Al so participating are three allwonmen teans.

Teans entering internationally-registered boats will be conpeting for
the Prime Mnister's Challenge Trophy, while clubregistered cruisers wll
be vying for the Royal Langkawi Yacht C ub Commodore's Cup.

The regatta is organised by RLYC with support from the Youth and Sports
M nistry and the Ml aysi an Touri sm Pronoti on Board.

The organi sers expect a crowd of over 1,000 for the duration of the
regatta.

Abdul | ah said the regatta was organi sed in honour of Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who has been instrunmental in the
devel opnment of Langkaw .

"His vision for Langkawi is second to none; his deternination to nake
Langkawi world famous is truly remarkable.™

Tunku Abdull ah said the co-operation of all parties to ensure the
success of the regatta would prove that the "Ml aysia Boleh"” spirit could
be achi eved.

He noted the special guest attendance of two renowned yachtsmen at the
cerenony tonight.

The first was Frenchman Bruno Peyron, who is known as "the fastest man"
in the world of sailing for having circled the globe in 64 days

The second was Datuk Azhar Mansor, who became the first Ml aysian to
sail around the world solo in 1999.
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