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NAM wi || be fortunate to have PM s | eadership

By Azhari Karim

MALAYSI A is playing host to the 13th summit of the Non-Aligned Myvenent
fromFeb 20. As summits go, this one will be no different - the
statenents, the proceedings, the declarations and the sideshows.

What is of interest is the timng. The sunmt conmes smack in the mddle
of a nonmentous decision by a superpower, the United States of America: to
go or not to go to war with Iragq? NAM has to address this issue at sone
point inits deliberations on the state of the world today.

Not that it has the clout to do rmuch, but it would be nore in the
i nterest of speaking out for the rest of the world. NAMcertainly has the
nunbers and the voice to do so effectively.

This brings me to the second significant point of the Kuala Lunpur neet.
How can NAM be nmade nore effective? Go back to basics. NAM was founded on
the need to steer a mddle path between two superpowers. It did well for a
time but it allowed atrophy to set in and the novenent fl oundered.

To move NAM forward a new | eadershi p nust take charge. Malaysia and its
Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, have
come in at the right time. The middle-1evel power that he has nade the
country, Malaysia is today ready to assunme a nore responsi bl e and active
role, both regionally and internationally.
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