21/ 02/ 2003

Pretoria sure we can enhance rol e

SQUTH Africa is confident that Malaysia will be able to further enhance
the role of the Non-Aligned Mwvenent in global affairs as well as pronote
peace and security anong menber countries.

Di rector-general of Foreign Affairs Department Abdul Samad M nty said he
is looking forward to Mal aysia taking over the chairmanship of NAM

"Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri) Dr Mhathir (Mhanad) is very experienced
in handling nmultilateral issues. He will be able to bring about changes in
NAM and continue with its role to create a peaceful world and bring about
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent.

"Wthout peace, there is no place for devel opnent.

"The 13th NAM Sunmit has a nmajor task to cone up with a consensus and
formul ati on towards achieving peace,” he said on the sidelines of the
Sunmit's Senior Officials Meeting yesterday.

NAM was fornmed in 1961 to address the issue of econom c devel opnment and
co-operati on anbng nenber countries at the height of the Cold War.

When South Africa took over NAMs chairmanship in 1998, Abdul Sanad
said, it was identified that the biggest threat to global society
was poverty.

But, he said, NAM has since succeeded in devel oping a dial ogue and
coherent agenda with |leaders of G8 to address the issues on poverty,
gl obal i sati on and econoni c devel opnent.

O late, the role of NAM has taken a twist after it intervened and asked
the UN Security Council to have an open debate before the latter adopted
any resolution on war against Iraqg.

"The Security Council did not only agree to our request, it also allowed
the inspectors to present the report on weapons inspection in an open
nmeeting first before presenting it to them"
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