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PM W did not warn I ndon navy

By Anni e Freeda Cruez; Chow Kum Hor

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Ml aysia did not warn off Indonesi an naval vessels
when they approached Pul au Si padan and Pulau Ligitan in the past unlike
Si ngapore's present behaviour in relation to Pulau Batu Puteh.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today that the republic did not have
the right to i ssue warnings or threaten Mal aysi a over naval vessels
patrolling near the disputed island.

Thi s was because the issue of who owned the island was still under
di spute, the Prine M nister added.

"I ndonesi ans cane and | anded on the islands.

"W did not stop them although the issue of who owned the islands was
under dispute ...but we did not fight against themor shoo them away. W
did not behave |ike Singapore," he said on his return fromvisits to
Lebanon, Egypt and Switzerl and.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to conment on Singapore Foreign Affairs
M nister S. Jayakumar's statenent in Parlianent yesterday that the
republic's actions on Pulau Batu Puteh were no different in |law from
Mal aysia's actions in relation to Pul au Si padan.

Jayakumar had said that Ml aysia clained it had never done sinmlar
"unfriendly" or "unneighbourly" acts to Indonesia in their dispute over
Si padan and Li gitan.

Asked to conmment on Singapore Defence Mnister Dr Tan Keng Yani s
statenment on Thursday urging Mal aysia to stop repeated intrusions by
t he Mal aysi an navy and police boats into Singapore waters off Pul au Batu
Puteh, Dr Mahathir said: "Ml aysia has the right to continue patrolling
near the island so long as the International Court of Justice has not
deci ded who has sovereign right over the island."

Dr Tan had said that if such intrusions continued, Ml aysia would have
to bear responsibility for any tense situations that arose and the
i ncreased risks of unintended incidents.

Pul au Bat u Puteh, which Singapore calls Pedra Branca, is |ocated 7.7
nautical mles from Tanjung Penyusop in Johor and 25 nautical mles from
Si ngapore' s east coast.

When told that Singapore was willing to settle the water issue, Dr
Mahat hir said Mal aysia woul d study the matter.

Earlier, asked about his visit to Lebanon, Egypt and Switzerl and where
he attended the Wrld Economc Forumin Davos, Dr Mahathir said: "There is
remar kabl e reconstructi on being done in Beirut and one cannot inagine it
was al nbost destroyed by the war. There are many high-rise buil di ngs and
the town centre is restored conpletely."”

He said Beirut was interested in having Ml aysians carry out their
reconstruction and, of course, it had to be by tender and not negotiation
made directly to them

"Beirut is recovering fast and they want us to participate in the
bui | di ng of shoppi ng conpl exes and ot her construction works."

He sai d Lebanon was al so beconming a tourist destination as it was the
only country in West Asia to have snow, and skiing was a popul ar sport
that attracted a |l ot of tourists.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a was being i ncreasingly recognised as a node
Islamic State, particularly by people fromother Islamc nations, and this
was seen during his visit to the three countri es.



"It is true ...every one of them (Prime Mnister of Lebanon Rafic)
Hariri, nenbers of his Cabinet, as well as President (Emile) Lahoud
consi der Mal aysia a nodel Islamic State."

Dr Mahathir said he al so addressed 1,000 students and staff of Cairo's
Al - Azhar University besides having a long talk with Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak whom he had invited to Ml aysi a.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi, who wel conmed Dr
Mahathir at the airport, said the invitation to the Prine Mnister by Al-
Azhar University was in recognition of his stature as a | eader of an
Islam c State.

In Davos, Dr Mahathir who had participated in four sessions of the WEF,
sai d he had expressed Malaysia's views on terrorism

He said his visit to Davos had enabl ed himto explain and correct the
wrong interpretation of so-called Islamic terrorism and at the sane tineg,
poi nt out that attacking Iraq was not going to help the situation.
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