04/ 03/ 2003

Puteri Umo ready for frontline role in polls

TUARAN, Mon. - Puteri Umo wants to be in the frontline in the next
general election to erase the notion that its nenbers are nere "bunga
manggar" carriers, tea makers and receptionists in election canpaigns.

Its head Azalina QG hman Said said Puteri Umo nenbers have the will and
tal ent to conduct serious canpaigning.

"Puteri Umo will not confine itself to having a cosnetic appearance in
el ections,"” she said at the opening of a political course attended by 200
Puteri Ummo Sabah nenbers at the Mnpian Jadi Resort here.

Azalina also said the nmovenent will not allow itself to be intinidated
or coerced in any way to serve the interests of selfish individuals
seeki ng power or personal advancenent.

She gave a commitnent that she will oppose with all the resources at her
di sposal any attenpt by self-interested groups or individuals in the party
to mani pul ate Puteri Umo.

"As long as | lead this novenent, | will oppose any attenpt to
mani pul ate Puteri Umo for personal gains," she said.

Azalina reiterated that Puteri Umo was free from noney politics and
cronyism and will strive to maintain its clean inmage for the good of the
party and the nation.

She said Puteri Umo woul d heed the advice and warning by Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad regardi ng noney politics and cronyism
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