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Poser over |ack of equity ownership by I|ndians

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi

EVEN as the role of Indians in national devel opnent was acknow edged at
the 57th M C annual general assenbly, questions were also asked about the
| ack of growh in equity ownership by the conmunity.

The Tanil Press highlighted Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s opening
address at the assenbly on Saturday where he placed on record the role
pl ayed by Indians in toiling for the betterment of all Malaysians.

Tami| Nesan, in its page one lead story on Saturday, quoted Dr Mahathir
as saying that the country had also not forgotten the Indian contribution
towards fighting for independence.

Hi ghlighting his point that rubber tappers had played a vital role in
hel ping the econony in the nation's early years, the newspaper quoted him
as saying that the Government had al ways been sensitive to the problens of
the comunity.

Mal aysi a Nanban on Saturday underlined MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vellu's conplaint that little had been done to help realise the proposal
that India equity ownership be increased from 1.5 per cent to three per
cent by 2010.

It quoted himin his presidential address as urging Dr Mahathir to
review efforts in this direction under the Ei ghth Mal aysia Pl an, which was
supposed to address this issue.

Tam | Nesan on Saturday also quoted Sany Vellu as thanking Dr Mhathir
for his role in ensuring that plantation workers received a m nimm
mont hly wage of RMB50.
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