03/07/2003

New ruling on projects wel coned

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The new regul ation requiring Federal CGovernment
approval for major devel opnent projects, including those in
environnental | y-sensitive areas, was welconed by the Ml aysian Nature
Soci ety today.

M\S said the ruling, which would allow devel opnent to be carried out
holistically, would also help the country nanage its linmted resources.

"It is a long overdue najor step in |land-use planning but is indeed very
encouraging," said MNS president Datuk Dr Salleh Mdhd Nor in a statenent

The regul ation was announced yesterday by Housing and Local Governnent
M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, and is effective imediately.

It requires new townships for nmore than 10,000 people, ngjor infra-
structure projects and projects in environmentally-sensitive areas to
obtain the approval of the National Physical Planning Council which is
chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad

The council's technical conmtee, which is chaired by the Town and
Country Pl anning Departnment director-general, would first inspect the
devel opnent plans and set conditions. Only then can the devel oprment pl ans
be approved by the State and |l ocal authorities.

MNS said this ruling would prevent "pieceneal" planning by the States
and | ocal authorities, which have caused destruction of natural habitats.
"Al though Iand natters come under the State, their devel opment plans
have been pieceneal. Environnmentally-sensitive areas have been ignored and

resulted in many irreconcilable inpacts on our water and air.

"These matters are trans-boundary and do not recogni se borders or State
pl ans. They nust be handled as a whole, such as river basins, nmountain
ranges and coastlines, which can only be co-ordinated on a national
l evel . "

Ong yesterday cited the exanple of how a local authority could approve
projects but fail to consider the inpact on neighbouring areas which do
not come under its jurisdiction

To avoi d del ays for devel opers, he said the working comrittee of the
council would neet each nonth to vet applications. The council itself wll
handl e major projects and will neet every four nonths

The National Physical Planning Council was fornmed under the 2001
anendrments to the Town and Country Planning Act 1976. Its nenbers include
the Deputy Prine Mnister as deputy chairman, the Housing and Local
Government M nister, other relevant mnistries and agencies, and the
Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters of Peninsular Malaysia.
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