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New tinmes, new NAM

THE fundanental challenge to NAM said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in his speech at the opening of its inaugural Business
Forum on Sout h- Sout h Co-operation, rermains that of addressing the

domi nation of the world by a select few, now no longer divided into
opposi ng bl ocs.

The reality is that whenever the logic of Anerican prinmacy clashes with
nmultilateral considerations or objectives, the forner prevails. The
unilateralist iron fist is firmy cast inside the nultilateralist vel vet
glove - the Security Council, Bretton Wods institutions and Wrld Trade
Organi sation have been hijacked by the United States and its allies. This
is mani fested in past events: America scuppered the Lisbon accords in
1992, preferring to dictate its own settlenent in Bosnia rather than
accept a European Union initiative; its decision at Rambouillet |aunched a
full-scale war over Kosovo; it sent Nato to Belarus and Ukraine; and, yes,
gave its blessing to the Russian reconquest of Chechnya. And this show of
i mperialistic power will soon be replayed in the UN when it seeks an
endorsenment to strike lraq.

Going by George W Bush's rhetoric, the world is supposed to believe
that Saddam Hussein is an insatiable aggressor, his regine is stockpiling
weapons of nass destruction and his dictatorship is of a nalignant
ferocity. Never mind that Iraq does not possess the weapons dreant of by
Di ck Cheney or Donald Runsfeld.

The truth is sinple: This is a war on Islam Sept 11 is being used to
recast the ternms of American hegenony wi thout the diplomatic facade. It is
somewhat |ike the inception of the Cold War - a political equivalent of
the Creation. This is America's ideological opportunity for a new
i nternational constitution, where nations live in terror of an American
inmperium This is, as pointed out by Dr Mahathir, the environnent that we
nmust do business in. And woe betide us if we, the devel oping nations, do
not learn how to handle this debilitating business clinate.

Menmbers of NAM nust learn to count on each other; the business comunity
of the South nust learn to work together and its peoples interact with
each other. There is no option save that of thraldomto the US
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