21/01/ 2003
500 firns taking part in expo

Kamar ul Yunus

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Al npst 500 Mal aysian conpanies will display their
products at the Showcase Ml aysia 2003 exhibition held in conjunction with
t he Non- Aligned Movenent Sumit next nonth.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
the exhibition, covering 14,000 sq metres, conprised four conponents -
lifestyle, individual pavilions, clusters and Ml aysian brand names.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will |aunch the exhibition
on Feb 18.

Showcase Mal aysia 2003, which will run until Feb 26, is being organised
by Ml aysia External Trade Devel opment Corporation in conjunction with NAM
Sunmit to be held fromFeb 20 to 25.

Rafi dah said one of the objectives of the exhibition was to take
advant age of the presence of NAM | eaders, Mnisters, senior officials and
media to pronote Mal aysia's products and services.

"It is also to foster econonic interaction and business contacts anong
NAM menber countries.”

The exhibition will be held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre and Kual a
Lunpur City Hall's Pasar Tani site.

Rafi dah said products from nore than 100 conpani es would be displayed in
the lifestyle area, including furniture, electrical appliances, |ighting
cerami ¢ ware, handicraft and decorative accessories, carpets, Kkitchen
cabi nets and utensils.

"Ml aysia's smart-honme concept to show the use of information technol ogy
in modern houses as being built in Putrajaya is also anong the
hi ghlights."

Rafi dah said 18 |eading Ml aysian corporations would have their
i ndi vidual pavilions to showcase their products and services

They are Petronas, Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Bhd, Miltinedia
Devel oprment Cor porati on Bhd, Ml aysia Airports Hol di ngs Bhd, Ml aysian
I nternational Shipping Corporation Bhd, YTL Bhd, Tenaga Nasional Bhd, Sine
Dar by Bhd and Perodua Sal es Sdn Bhd.

O hers are Sapura Hol di ngs, Edaran Qonpbil Nasional Sdn Bhd, DRB-Hi com
Bhd, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Sirim Bhd, Conposite Technol ogy Research
Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd, Busi ness Focus Bhd, Top Rank Sdn Bhd and Mrrans Hol di ngs
Sdn Bhd.

Anmong the products and services to be displayed under this category are
the national cars, lorries and buses, notorcycles, light aircraft, I|ight
monorail transit system Miltinedia Super Corridor, petroleum industry,
| ogistic services, property devel opment, teleconmmunications and electrica
equi pnent .

More than 350 conpanies, nostly small and nediunscal e industries, wll
take part in the cluster section.

Si xteen clusters will feature furniture, electrical products,

i nformati on and communi cation technol ogy, tel ecomunications, foodstuffs
and nmachinery and parts.

O hers are textiles and apparel, rubber products, plastics, palmoil,
handicraft and gift items, building and construction, educationa
services, financial sector, franchise industry, and healthcare and
hospi tal services.

Admission is free. Visitors are advised to enter via Jalan Rahmat
t hrough Jalan | poh as the PWIC building will be the NAM Sunmmit venue.
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