09/ 10/ 2003
* Si ngapore should stop work'

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah
PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - Singapore should stop its reclanmation work al ong the
Straits of Johor pending a decision by an international panel of experts
studying the effects of reclamation as ordered by the Internationa
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (I TLOS), Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d tonight.

The Prime Mnister said if Singapore stopped its reclamati on work, both
parties could then forward the case for arbitration

"I'f they continue with their work, it would be too late. By the time we
have a final decision, the reclamation m ght have just done pernanent

damage.
"For us, what we want is for themto stop work now ...that's all, and
then we will go for a final decision," he said at a Press conference at

t he Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in Subang upon his return fromthe
Asean Sunmmit in Bali

Dr Mahathir said Kuala Lumpur would study the finer points of the ITLCS
deci sion and deci de the next course of action

"W will get the details and see what we can do."

The government jet carrying Dr Mahathir and Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Ali touched down at 10.40pm Anong those present to wel cone t hem hone
were Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Shafie Salleh and Deputy Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk M Kayveas.

Asked about the tribute paid by Asean | eaders to himin Bali, Dr
Mahat hir said he was happy that his contributions to Asean were
appr eci at ed.
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