20/ 09/ 2003

Noi sy and dramatic tinme in Dewan debate on Budget 2004

Deborah Loh
IT was a noi sy week at the Dewan Rakyat which began debating the 2004
Budget .

There was plenty of heckling from Barisan Nasional and Opposition MPs
over mssed prayers, a Kelantan |aw on sodonmy and other political issues
unrel ated to the Budget.

It started on Monday with new y-el ected Pas president Datuk Seri Abdu
Hadi Awang, who blew his chance of nmmking any inforned rebuttal on the
Budget .

Instead of tackling the Supply Bill (2004) which Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad tabled the Friday before, Hadi charged the three-
hour speech had caused Muslinms to neglect their Asar prayers

By convention, the Opposition |eader is always first in debating the
Budget after it is tabled.

"The Budget has no Islamc characteristics,” was anong the first things
the Marang MP and Terengganu Menteri Besar said when he took the floor.

For several mnutes Hadi, assisted by other Pas MPs, criticised Dr
Mahat hi r' s Budget speech on this point.

Bari san Nasional MPs held their horses until Parlianentary Secretary to
the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Noh Qmar pointed out that Hadi could
have | eft the House to perform his prayers if he wanted to

Thus began a short round of finger-pointing and shouting between nenbers
from both sides of the divide on who did or did not |eave the House for
prayers during the Budget speech

Hadi, declaring that he had taken |eave to pray, then shouted, "Siapa
yang tidak senbahyang, jangan jadikan calon! (Don't nom nate those who
didn't pray!)”

Perhaps Hadi was still recovering fromthe Pas nuktamar (assenbly) over
t he weekend, but nevertheless, BN MPs criticised him for being off-the-
mar k and unprepar ed.

But the prayer issue was not to fade away so soon. On Thursday, Datuk
Hassan Mohd Ali (Pas-Parit Buntar) referred to it again.

It was a Chinese BN MP who tried to put Pas in its place. Lee Kah Choon
(BN-Jel utong) asked if, since soldiers on duty were allowed to "postpone"
their prayers to a nore suitable time as they were protecting the country,
could not a sinmlar approach be applied to the tabling of the Budget
speech which was a form of national duty?

MPs on both sides were also riled over Kel antan syariah which appeared
to permt sodony by a husband against his wife, a contention hotly denied
by Husam Miusa (Pas-Kubang Kerian).

He was referring to the Kelantan Syariah Crimnal Code, enacted by the
Pas State Governnent in 1993, which did not have a provision for
puni shnent for sodony by a man on his wife.

MPs began shouting as Noh stood up to lead the BN s criticismof the Pas
enact ment while Husam was reninded by the Chair to keep his speech within
the time limt.

"Ck, you want to debate this? Let's take this up outside. Right after
this, at three o'clock," Husam said to Noh

Noh agreed and true to their words, both nen were seated at the
Parliament |obby's Press conference corner. A few MPs came out of the
Dewan to observe the sparring

"What we can't finish debating inside the Dewan, we can continue



out si de, " Husam qui pped.

The two MPs traded mild insults during the 20-m nute debate.

"Go back to | aw school,"” Husam poked at Noh, a trained |awyer.

"Your laws are not clear ...you don't know how to draft |aws that
everybody understands,"” Noh retorted.

In the end, the positions were thus:

Husam Al t hough puni shnent for sodony by a husband against his wife is not
covered under the State's Syariah Crimnal Code 1993, it is dealt with
under the Kel antan Enactnent Number Two 1985 (takzir) which provided for a
fine not exceeding RMb, 000, or a jail sentence no longer than three years,
or both, and six strokes of the rotan.

Noh: If that's the case, it's not stated clearly that this offence
should be referred to under takzir. What's nmore, the 1985 enactnent was
put in place by the Barisan Nasional when the coalition ruled Kelantan, so
Pas is adnmitting that the BN s |laws are better.

"Thank you to Pas for agreeing to follow |l aws enacted by the BN Wy
don't you tell the Kelantan Menteri Besar to throw away the 1993 enact nment
and just use the old one by BN?" Noh said.

For all the dramatics, there were good proposals nade during the Budget
debate, but controversies make the headlines.

The debate resumes on Monday.
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