19/ 07/ 2003

NEAC. Asking for fair price is not bullying

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Malaysia, as opposed to the negative inage Singapore
insists on painting the country abroad, is no big bully when it conmes to
deal i ngs on the water issue.

How could it be when Mal aysia gets next to nothing for the water it
supplies to Singapore?

This is the primary question raised in the seventh of a series of eight
advertisements which will appear in the New Straits Tines tonorrow. (See
Page 9)

"I's Malaysia the big bully? Singapore has gone around the world to paint
Mal aysia as a big bully. Ml aysia gets next to nothing for all the water
that Singapore takes," the advertisenment placed by the National Econonic
Action Council says.

The advertisenent, headlined "Water: The Singapore-Ml aysia dispute -
The facts", also says that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
had prom sed that Malaysia would never stop water supply to the republic.

Mal aysia, it added, would never take advantage of Singapore's need for
water and "all we ask for is a fair price".

"I's insisting on a fair price an act of bullying? Is a fair price too
much to ask?"

The NEAC had stressed in the last six advertisenments, also published in
maj or local dailies, that Malaysia wants a fair price for its water
instead of the current price of three sen per 1,000 gallons

Substantiating its request for a fairer deal, Malaysia disclosed that
Si ngaporeans got all the water they wanted from Mal aysia for an entire
year for the price of a tiny bite of a Big Mc.

In today's advertisenent, the NEAC deni ed Singapore's allegation that
the country was nmean and miserly.

Si ngapore has clainmed it was the generous party as it had been selling
treated water back to Malaysia for nerely 50 sen for every 1,000 gall ons.
The republic has also clainmed it has been subsidising Malaysia up to

RW6.5 million in selling treated water to the country for that price

It claimed the subsidy was RML.90 per 1,000 gallons as the actual cost
to process every 1,000 gallons of raw water was RM2. 40

In actual fact, Ml aysia has been subsidising Singapore 18 tinmes nore
than what the republic clainmed it had been offering

As for last year alone, Singapore would have had to fork out S$217.5
mllion (RWM78.4 mllion) to substitute Ml aysian raw water with their
NeWat er .
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